Syllabus for Religious Studies 1301
Spring 2003

Instructor::  Dr. Bill Lanning

Office Location and Phone:  A.D. Bruce Religion Building, #206A




          832 243 9446




          blanning@houston.rr.com
Course Description:  Religious Studies 1301:  


A thematic and comparative approach to the study of religion as an aspect of human experience, including ritual, sacred language, ethics, salvation, and the problem of evil from the perspective of various disciplines.

Textbooks:


Elwood, Robert S.:  Introducing Religion:  From Inside and Outside


Forward, Martin:  Religion:  A Beginner’s Guide


Eck, Diana:  A New Religious America

Classroom Policies and Conduct:

Readings:  Each student should secure a copy of the textbook and be responsible for all reading assignments when assigned.  *See attached sheet

Class Attendance:  The student is expected to attend class unless there are special circumstances.  Class attendance is important to the student because of the interactive process that occurs in the classroom situation.  If an absence is necessary, the student will be responsible for any material covered on that day.  The final grade will be determined partially by the number of absences a student may have and by class participation.

Examinations:  Three examinations are scheduled.  Students are expected to take the examinations on the date scheduled.  Only on rare occasions and with the consent of the instructor will a student be allowed to “make-up” an exam.  The examinations will be largely essay in nature.

Research Project:

Each student shall fulfill one of the following research projects:

1. The student may prepare a five to seven page research paper on a subject of his/her choice.  The paper will be written in a formal manner, with at least five sources.  MLA internal citations and a bibliography will be required for the paper.

2. The student may participate in the University and the United Campus Ministries Praxis program.  This program will be discussed fully on a future date by the director the program.

3. The student may develop a special project which will relate to one of the three unites taught this semester.  The student may follow the student’s major or other special interests

Group Project:

Each student will be placed in a group that will give a 20-minute presentation on a subject chosen in consultation with the instructor.  This subject will relate to one of the three units taught during the semester.  Each student in the group is expected to participate.  Presentation will coincide with the respective unit.  A group leader will be chosen by the group.

Disclaimer:  The dynamics of a course may necessitate the contents of the syllabus to change.  Thus, the syllabus is subject to change with the approval of the instructor.  Students will be consulted if a change is felt to be justified.

Grades:


Grades for the course will be as follows;



Three examinations




300



Term project





100



Group project





100



Class participation




  50








Total

550


A  =  495-550


B   = 440-494

C   = 385-339

D   = 330-384

F   =  below 329
Schedule for Religious Studies 1301
The following schedule is tentative and will be change if necessitated.  However, unless changed by the instructor, the following schedule will be used by the student to prepare for each class meeting.

Unit I
An Introduction to the Study of Religion


Ellwood, chapters 1-2


Forward, chapters 1-2

Psychology and Sociology of Religion

Ellwood, chapters 3, 6

Expressions of Religion:


Ellwood, chapters, 4-5


Forward, chapter 3

Religious Conduct


Ellwood, chapter 8


Forward, chapter 4

Messages of Religion


Ellwood, chapter 7

Religion and the Future:   


Ellwood, Epilogue


Forward, chapter 5

Unit Two

A Western and Eastern Religion

Unit Three

A New Religious America

