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Memo

To: Dr. Simon Bott, Chair Core Subcommittee
From:  Melissa Pierson, Chair Undergraduate Catalog Subcommitiee
Date:  2/15/2013

Re: Undergraduate Catalog Subcommittee recommendation

fem #1: [n our review of the section on UH Core Curiculum

(http:{ fwvww . Lh.edu/academics/catalog/policies/degree-reqts/curent-corefindex.php).
including the subpage Core Foundations, there were multiple areas that the commitiee felt
would be best discussed by your committee, We have listed the areas below that we
recommend for special consideration, but we feel that the enfire section could benefit from a
top-to-bottom review for accuracy and clarity for studentis, and a refresh in light of all that is
new in core policy.

ltems we recommend for specific consideration:

= Need to check the references and quotes of legal language for the best way
to present, how to keep accuraie, and whether there is a need to include the
longuage or simply link to the primary source data (see the Core Foundations
page: hitp:/fwww.uh.edu/academics/catalog/policies/degree-
regts/current-core/core-foundationsfindex.php) .
« Other very specific suggestions, also on the Core Foundations page:
o par. 2, line 5: rather than "inform™ put "be incorporated info”
o There is some language that could be restated for professional
clarity—e.g., replace "sine qua non” with "essential condition”

ltem #2: We have received a catalog language edit from RAR regarding the transfer
of core courses. We request that your committee please review this suggested
language to be sure it is clear and accurate. (see attached document with changes
to the transfer policy tracked. The first comment is the one relevant for the core
committee,
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Transfer of College Credits

uabuas . . l Lo-ier the-Registrar s Offter-Tsmty-sferstudinss
earalied and complete transfer rgeords arg on e, The application of transfer credit toward a

degree at the university cannot be determined until the transcript has been evaluated and a degree
plan is processed.

required documents are submitted (complete transeripts. svilabus/catalog) during theficet
2 The application of transfer credil toward a degree at the university cannol be
determined until the transcripl have been evaluated and a degree plan is processed.

Former students must notify the Office of Admissions of any schools attended since the last
enroliment at the University of Houston and submit ali official transeripts. Degree pians are
processed in the college of the student's major, The following regulations apply generally to the
undergraduate programs. Certain exceptions exist in the Law Center. Retfer lo the Graduate and
Professional Studies catalog.

QGeneral Regulations
a™d

1. The college from which eredit is Lo be transferred must be aceredited by one of the six
repional accrediting associations or the appropriate Ministry or board for overseas
studies.

2. Courses wansfer to the university on the same level and wilh the corresponding number
of hours as earned at the other institution. Grades are not transterred, and a new grade
point average is established onty on work done at the university. Courses taken at other
institutions in which grades below C- were camed are not transferable or applicabie
loward degree requirernents at the University of Houston. Some colleges and depariments
may use the comulative grade point average from other institutions as an admission
crilerion.

A student cannol satisly any baccalaurcate degree requirement at the university with
course work taken al another institution unless the course iiselfl is both accepied by the
unjversity in transfer and applied toward the student's baccalaurcate degree.

As of Fall 1999, the following clarifications apply to the transfer of core curriculum
eredil. '

a. Students whe transfer to the University of Houston {rom another Texas public
institution of higher education where they have successfully completed all of that
institution's Texas Higher Education Coordinating Boerd-approved core

NV et WL 12330135 for detuiled coplndn)

Evaluations of (international) transfer work and credit are

processed by the R
appropriate departinent and college have determined wheth » e Segisirar’s qffice fter faculty in the

er the work and credit are of suitable content and rigor.



curriculum shal! be considered by UH to be "core complete” and shall not be
required to 1ake additional courses to complete the UH core curriculum. However,
no courses completed with a grade below C- shall transfer, and therefore they
shall not count toward degree requirements, including total hours, other than "core
completion.”

b. If atransfer student has not successfully compieted all Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board-approved core curriculum requircments at another Texas
public institution of higher education, then UH will not accept, for any purposc,
the core curriculum courses in which Lhe student carned a grade below C-.

3. Students who transfer to the University of Houston before they have completed all of the

‘Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board-approved core curriculum requirements at
another Texas public institution of higher education shall reccive credit toward the UH
core for each of the core courses they have completed with a grade of C- or higher up to
the maximum specified in each core component arca by the institution from which they
are transferring. Hours that exceed the UL requirement in any core component arca shall
be applicd elsewhere in the UH core according to the established core articulation tables.
It should be noted that these students may be required to take additional courses to
complete the UH core curriculum.

St who transfer to UH from institutions that do not have a Coordinating Board:

o) ( Formatted: Highlight
approved core ¢U ; use transfer credits 1o satish tore curricuium

requirements only if the qut ses and the grades earned
> | igh{ed. Comment [APL]: This language needs w be
reviewed. inthe Instance where a student trar
' . . . from an Irstitution that dees not have 2 CB
Courses taken at other colieges that do not correspond to courses offered at the university approved core curriculum, external courses are
may transfer as clective eredit. Such courses may fulfill degree requirements at the reviewed for course equivalent at UH. If no UK

coutse Is equivalent, the course can be raviewt
core rubric content and is then assignad a cora
L code.

5. The following courses are not accepted by the university in transfer: { Formatted: Hightight
o Yocationa! courses. ] Commient JAP2]: Currently, vocational cour
o Orientation, remedial course work including remedial English, remedial reading from regionally accredited Institutions are acce
N . . In transfer and applied to degrees In the Colleg
courses, and high school level and remedial mathematics. Technology.
Courses in bookkeeping. -
General Education Development tests on high schoot or college level.
e)p o Courses from unaccredited seminaries or Bible colleges.

discretion of the major department and dean.
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SV(D(- “ e (,_Courses in technology [rom accredited schools will be considered for transfer credit on an
Ww& 1 individual basis, depending on the student's major and the type of course lo be transferred.

q,_(,‘redil may be granted for courses taken at military service training schools based on
recommendations made in the Guide to the Evaluation of Fducational Experience in the
. Armed Services.

(Gee UC 2o &4 135 Tor dcdzile WM @7

Suggested New Catalog Language

Students who transfer to UH from institutions that do not have a Coordinating Board approved core
_curriculum may use transfer credits to satisfy UH core curriculum requirements. When no

equivalency exists, a student may submit an Undergraduate Transfer Credit Petition for review by

the appropriate department and dean. The grades earned must be C- or higher.



Credit may be granted for courses taken through various non-collepiate organizations based
on the recommendation made by the Commission on Educational Credit when such training is
considered by the university to be at the baccalaureate level and consistent with the student's
cducational objective.

A maximum of [2 semester hours in religion from a regionally accredited college is accepted-
toward a degree,

A maximum of two semester hours in physical education activity courses is transferable.

A maximum of 66 semester hours of lower division ([reshman and sophomore) wransfer work
will be allowed to apply toward a baccalaureate degree at the University of Houston. If a
student transfers more than 66 semester hours of lower division work, the dean or his/her
designated representative of the college of the student's major will decide which of the total
lower division hours, not o exceed 66, will apply Lo the UH degree. The classification of a
course as lower division is based on external level of the course and its classification at UH.

To eamn a degree at the university, the last 30 semester hours must be completed in residence
on this campus. Only grade points eamed at the University of Houston are averaged for the
degree.

Unless prohibited by one or more of the general regulations above, the dean of the college in .

which the student majors will make the [inal decision concerning the applicalion of transfer
credit to the degree program.

" -return to top -

Community College Commeon Course Numbering

The University of Houston and Texas community colleges have agreed that certain courses
offered by the community colleges meet UH Core Curviculum standards; the community colleges
have adopted common course numbers among themseives. Students transterring those courses to
the university from a Texas community college will receive credit for the corresponding Ul core
course, provided all general requirements for transfer credit are met. The course numbers listed
in the following table are currently approved as equivalents to the corresponding UL core course
numbers. All courses are reviewed annually, 1o ensure that they meel core standards; therefore,
the list is subject to change without notice. The university's Provost Q(fice mainlains the most
up-to-date listings of these approved courses.

Not afl communily colleges use the common course numbering system. It is the student’s
responsibility ta check with each community college attended for course equivalency.

{Furmattocl: Indent: First line: ("




For a complete listing of ‘T'exas Common Course Numbers and UH equivalents, see the Texas
Common Course Numbering System section of this catalog,




