U. S. History
World War I

Lesson Plan

Objective: Students are required to analyze maps and primary documents to obtain knowledge on what
began WWII. They need to have prior knowledge on events that made Japan attack the United States.

TEKS: History. The student understands the impact of significant national and
international decisions and conflicts from World War II and the Cold War to the present
on the United States. The student is expected to:

(A) identify reasons for U.S. involvement in World War II, including the growth
of dictatorships and the attack on Pearl Harbor;

(B) analyze major issues and events of World War II such as fighting the war on
multiple fronts, the internment of Japanese-Americans, the Holocaust, the battle
of Midway, the invasion of Normandy, and the development of and Harry
Truman's decision to use the atomic bomb;

(C) explain the roles played by significant military leaders during World War II,
including Omar Bradley, Dwight Eisenhower, Douglas MacArthur, George
Marshall, and George Patton;

(D) describe U.S. responses to Soviet aggression after World War II, including
the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization,
and the Berlin airlift;

(E) analyze the conflicts in Korea and Vietnam and describe their domestic and
international effects;

(F) describe the impact of the GI Bill, the election of 1948, McCarthyism, and
Sputnik I;

(G) analyze reasons for the Western victory in the Cold War and the challenges
of changing relationships among nations; and

(H) identify the origins of major domestic and foreign policy issues currently
facing the United States.

Activities:



Students are required to analyze the following maps:
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Students are required to answer the following essay questions on the primary documents.

Essay Question: Students are to read F.D.R. following speech. They are to analyze the speech and
figure out the consequences on the attack on Pearl harbor and reasons why Japan would attack
American naval ships.

Pearl Harbor Speech by F.D.R.

To the Congress of the United States

Yesterday, Dec. 7, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the United States of America was suddenly
and deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire of Japan.

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at the solicitation of Japan, was still in
conversation with the government and its emperor looking toward the maintenance of peace in the
Pacific.

Indeed, one hour after Japanese air squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese
ambassador to the United States and his colleagues delivered to the Secretary of State a formal reply
to a recent American message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless to continue the existing
diplomatic negotiations, it contained no threat or hint of war or armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan makes it obvious that the attack was
deliberately planned many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time, the Japanese
government has deliberately sought to deceive the United States by false statements and expressions of
hope for continued peace.

The attack yesterday on the Hawaiian islands has caused severe damage to American naval and
military forces. Very many American lives have been lost. In addition, American ships have been
reported torpedoed on the high seas between San Francisco and Honolulu.

Yesterday, the Japanese government also launched an attack against Malaya.

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Hong Kong.

Last night, Japanese forces attacked Guam.

Last night, Japanese forces attacked the Philippine Islands.

Last night, the Japanese attacked Wake Island.

This morning, the Japanese attacked Midway Island.

Japan has, therefore, undertaken a surprise offensive extending throughout the Pacific area. The facts



of yesterday speak for themselves. The people of the United States have already formed their opinions
and well understand the implications to the very life and safety of our nation.

As commander in chief of the Army and Navy, I have directed that all measures be taken for our
defense.

Always will we remember the character of the onslaught against us.

No matter how long it may take us to overcome this premeditated invasion, the American people in
their righteous might will win through to absolute victory.

I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will not only
defend ourselves to the uttermost, but will make very certain that this form of treachery shall never

endanger us again.

Hostilities exist. There is no blinking at the fact that our people, our territory and our interests are in
grave danger.

With confidence in our armed forces - with the unbounding determination of our people - we will gain
the inevitable triumph - so help us God.

I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly attack by Japan on Sunday,
Dec. 7, a state of war has existed between the United States and the Japanese empire.

Franklin Roosevelt



Essay Question: The following documents talks about the way Jews were being killed during WWII.
Explain why according to Hitler, Jews needed to be placed in concentration camps and executed.

Testimonies of SS-Men from Various Camps

All of the documents on this Web page were retrieved from the archives of Shamash: The Jewish Internet
Consortium. The comments inside the square [ . . . ] brackets were written by Daniel Keren for the Shamash
archives.

Testimony of SS Scharf@ hrer Erich Fuchs, in the Sobibor-Bolender trial, Dusseldorf.
Quoted in "BELZEC, SOBIBOR, TREBLINKA - the Operation Reinhard Death Camps", Indiana University
Press - Yitzhak Arad, 1987, p. 31-32:

....We unloaded the motor. It was a heavy Russian benzine engine, at least 200 horsepower. we installed the
engine on a concrete foundation and set up the connection between the exhaust and the tube.

I then tested the motor. It did not work. I was able to repair the ignition and the valves, and the motor finally
started running. The chemist, who I knew from Belzec, entered the gas chamber with measuring instruments
to test the concentration of the gas.

Following this, a gassing experiment was carried out. If my memory serves me right, about thirty to forty
women were gassed in one gas chamber. The Jewish women were forced to undress in an open place close to
the gas chamber, and were driven into the gas chamber by the above mentioned SS members and the
Ukrainian auxiliaries. when the women were shut up in the gas chamber I and Bolender set the motor in
motion. The motor functioned first in neutral. Both of us stood by the motor and switched from "Neutral"
(Freiauspuff) to "Cell" (Zelle), so that the gas was conveyed to the chamber. At the suggestion of the
chemist, I fixed the motor on a definite speed so that it was unnecessary henceforth to press on the gas.
About ten minutes later the thirty to forty women were dead.






