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Significant Statements, or QuACing

When using outside research materials, whether they are newspapers, interviews, lyrics, scenes from a film, or passages from a journal article, it is important that writers use that material not to replace their own ideas but to supplement them, to enrich their own ideas, or maybe even to change or revise their own ideas.  Another way to think about using sources is to see what others have written or said about a topic and then have a conversation with them by integrating or synthesizing their ideas into our own writing.  There are many reasons why writers incorporate others’ ideas, and here are just a few of them:

--to support an idea they are making or to provide a counterargument 
--to provide important information from an expert in the field of inquiry 
--to acknowledge an interesting, useful, or opposing view on a topic or an issue
--to establish a context for how their own ideas fit into the conversation already in-progress  
To incorporate outside sources successfully into your own writing and prevent the dreaded “dropped-in” quote, you need to work actively and critically with the source material.  One way to do this is by directly quoting a passage and then writing something significant about it.  An easy way to remember how to do this is to “QuAC”: Quote the text, Analyze its meaning, and Connect it to your overall point.  

Directions:
1. Quote: Choose a source that you are using for your essay.  From that source, choose a passage, no longer than 5 sentences (otherwise, you will have too much to work with at one time), and type it word-for-word, following MLA guidelines.  

Note: When you type the passage into your Word document, count how many lines you end up with.  If the passage is 3 or fewer typed lines, then simply use quotation marks around the quote, and transition into the quote by introducing the author or by using some other introductory phrase, following MLA guidelines.  If the quote is more than 4 typed lines, then you need to use “block quote” format. 
2. Analyze: Look at the passage in and of itself.  What important words or phrases stand out for you?  Does the author have a peculiar understanding of the words/phrases?  How does the author use them in the passage you are quoting?

Analyze: Look at how the passage fits into the author’s overall essay.  What seems to be the purpose of this passage?  (Does it highlight an important point? Does it provide an interesting perspective or a valid point on the issue at hand?  Does it include a vivid example as support?  Does it provide thoughtful insight into the issue?)
3. Connect: Finally, what are you learning from the author’s passage?  OR How does this passage help you to understand your own thinking on the issue at hand?  Why is it important enough for you to include in your own writing?

When you QuAC, you are not answering all of these questions.  These are merely guiding questions to help you think about what is significant and to help you analyze the significance of it so that it has a meaning and purpose in your own writing.    
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