Voter’s Guide
For Elections on July 19-20, 2016
The 31st annual university-wide election for Staff Council representatives is scheduled for Tuesday, July 19, and
Wednesday, July 20, 2016. If voters are not able to be on campus, voting can be completed from any computer during
the days and times of the election. Staff members will be able to vote from their office by going to the Staff Council’s
website (http://election.uh.edu) to access the information. Since not everyone has access to a computer and, in the event
that someone may need assistance, Staff Council will provide public polling sites with volunteers to assist staff with
voting.
Online Voting at (http://election.uh.edu) will be available from 6:00 a.m. on July 19th to 5:00 p.m. on July 20th.
The public polling sites will be available only on July 19th (Tuesday).
Student Center (SC) – South Building –Lobby Near Entrance

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 19th

Ezekiel W. Cullen Building – First Floor Lobby

10:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 19th

In order to vote during the 2016 elections, voters:
1. Must be benefits-eligible (50% FTE or greater) staff members.
2. Must know their Employee ID – this can be found at the top of the box to the right of your name on any pay-stub.
 If you cannot find your Employee ID, contact your department business administrator or Human
Resources (x33988)
3. May cast their vote for no more than the number of open positions available for their division and for one
At-Large candidate.
4. May write-in one candidate for their division (if the division has open positions) and one At-Large candidate.
5. May cast their vote from any computer with internet access or at any of the public polling sites.
6. May only vote once. The on-line voting site will reject any voter’s attempt to go through the voting system more
than once.
The representative divisions and vacant positions are:

Division

Total for
Divisions

Open/Replacement
Positions

3
17
12
2
2
4
1
1

1
9
5
1
1
1
0
0

At-Large
Academic Affairs
Administration & Finance
Office of the President
Research
Student Affairs
University Advancement
University Marketing & Media Relations

Multiple vacant positions will be filled by candidates who have received the highest number of votes
(the votes will be ranked in order from highest to lowest).
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UH Staff Council Elections – 2016 Candidates
This Voter’s Guide includes a list of all candidates by representative division and a brief biography

At Large
Name:
Seth Evans
Department: Chemistry
Bio:

Seth Evans has been working at University of Houston for almost two years now. Seth started off in the
Mathematics department as the Executive Secretary to the Chair and Chairman. While in the department Seth
worked alongside the Department Business Administrator on multiple requests from the chair or any of the
other 3 chairs in the Mathematics Department. Seth learned by multiple ways to multitask and work with my
fellow colleagues on projects or reports that needed to complete in a timely manner. Seth then transferred to
the Chemistry Department as the Office Assistant, where he plays many different roles within the
department. Seth has been interested in joining Staff Council since he came aboard at University of Houston.
Seth enjoys working with others and getting to know others that have the same interests or different interests.
Seth also enjoys learning new things from others.

Name:
Mary Sias
Department: African American Studies
Bio:

Mary Sias is an excellent candidate. She has five years within the main campus and one year with University
of Houston – Downtown. Mary is currently the Office Coordinator for African American Studies. Mary
handles day-to-day business affairs, including PeopleSoft Finance, contracts, scholarships and study abroad
to name a few. Mary loves the university and supports many of the events on campus. Mary has volunteered
with Cougar First Impressions (CFI), participated in sustainability campaigns and assisted with students.
Mary participates with a super neighborhood civic club, the Knights of Peter Claver (KPC) and St. Francis
Xavier. She mentors youth, bakes cakes for bake sales and volunteers with the Houston Texans. She won the
KPC National Silver Medal of Merit, is listed in the 2013 and 2015 Who’s Who in Black Houston and
received Certificate of Service award from the Mayor’s office. Mary is also a published author of
Scholarship Prep 101 and is a public speaker.

Name:
Rebecca Szwarc
Department: Student Housing & Resident Life (SHRL)
Bio:

Rebecca Szwarc has worked on campus for 19 years. She began as Office Assistant in Student Housing and
Residential Life; was promoted to Executive Secretary; and then to Administrative Assistant; and also won a
Staff Excellence Award (2005). Rebecca has served on Staff Council for 14 years. Currently, she serves as
Co-Chair of the Professional Development Committee. She also serves as Chair of the Women and Gender
Resource Center Advisory Committee, and is a member of the Global Strategies and Studies Advisory
Committee. While on Staff Council, she has served on multiple committees and positions, including as
Secretary, Parliamentarian, Cougar First Impressions (CFI) Co-Chair, Staff Affairs Co-Chair, Events CoChair, and Appointments Co-Chair. Rebecca is a hard worker who has clearly demonstrated an
understanding of and strong support for staff concerns, and a high regard for UH students. She has, and will
continue, to represent staff well on Staff Council.

Page 2

UH Staff Council Elections – 2016 Candidates
This Voter’s Guide includes a list of all candidates by representative division and a brief biography

Division of Academic Affairs
Name:
Cynthia Johnson
Department: Pharmacy Dean’s Office
Bio:

Cynthia Johnson has been with the University of Houston for a little under two years as the Director of
Assessment for the College of Pharmacy. Cynthia was nominated to serve but feel it is important that the
University of Houston Staff have representation and a voice on campus. Staff members serve a vital role in
the life of all University operations and they have a unique vantage point that can offer valuable insight. It is
also important that staff participate in the decisions that will affect them.

Name:
Christine Klocke
Department: Office of the Provost
Bio:

Christine Klocke has served as the Director of Marketing and Communication for the Office of the Provost
since December 2015. Christine came to University of Houston in Fall 2014 as a web developer for the
Office of the Provost; her position includes writing content, producing digital design and creating emerging
program websites. As a part of the Office of Provost, Christine supports and promotes initiatives aimed at
student success, faculty development and faculty affairs. Christine is a native of Charlotte, NC. She has a
degree in Journalism and Mass Communication (Advertising) from the University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill.

Name:
Brenda Madrigal
Department: Biomedical Engineering

Bio:

Brenda Madrigal is the financial coordinator for Biomedical Engineering. She started working at University
of Houston as a student in 2014 as part of the Engineering Dean’s office. The experience Brenda received as
both a student and a student worker shaped her career into what it is today. Brenda is a very proud alumni
and staff member and honestly believes she will never leave University of Houston. Brenda is certain she
will be a good candidate for Staff Council because she has insight on the needs and wants of students as well
as staff.

Name:
Emily Merrell
Department: Center for Nuclear Receptors & Cell Signaling (CNRCS)
Bio:

Emily Merrell joined the University of Houston in 2011. She is currently the Department Business
Administrator in the Center for Nuclear Receptors & Cell Signaling (CNRCS) in the College of Natural
Sciences and Mathematics (NSM). Emily has served on the NSM Staff Training and Professional
Development Committee and is committed to elevating staff issues and concerns to University of Houston
Administration.
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Division of Academic Affairs (cont’d)
Name:
Elsie Myers
Department: Chemistry
Bio:

Elsie Myers is a Department Business Administrator for the Department of Chemistry. She has been a
University of Houston employee since March 2002 and has served on Staff Council since 2009. Elsie has
served as Staff Council President from September 2011 to 2012 and is currently serving her second term as
President from September 2015 to 2016. During Elsie’s time of voluntary service on Staff Council, she has
served on many University of Houston Committees and Staff Council Committees that includes Events,
Cougar First Impressions, Staff Affairs and Sustainability Taskforce. During her term as Staff Council
President, she has always been a voice of the staff community when it comes to hot topics on campus, such
as parking, ePerformance and merit. When communicating with Administration, Elsie has always been
vocal about these topics on campus, so Administration fully hears Staff concerns. Elsie would love to
continue to serve on Staff Council, in order to be part of this important staff governance at the University of
Houston.

Name:
Joel Pearson
Department: Off -Campus Support
Bio:

Joel Pearson has nine years of professional higher education administration experience. His areas of
expertise include academic advising, enrollment management, recruitment and retention, program
development and management, as well as professional leadership development.
Joel began his career at the University of Kansas in 2007 and has worked for the University of Houston since
2009.

Name:
Fariba Pouraryan
Department: Law
Bio:

Fariba Pouraryan has had the privilege of working for the Associate Dean at the Law Center for over 3 years
as a program manager. Fariba is interested in being part of the staff council because she loves working for
the University of Houston. She is invested in his job and the University of Houston staff, whom he works
with each day. Fariba’s purpose is to be an advocate for the University of Houston employees who dedicate
their lives to our students’ advancement and contribute to their success. Fariba would love to have the
opportunity to support staff and act as the liaison between staff and University of Houston administration.
Fariba has two children. Her daughter had two choices among many universities; but has decided to attend
University of Houston starting in Fall 2016. Fariba’s son will hopefully attend University of Houston next
year. That makes Fariba more invested in University of Houston.
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Division of Academic Affairs (cont’d)
Name:
Caleb Prestridge
Department: Chemistry
Bio:

Caleb Prestridge began his career at University of Houston (UH) in Student Financial Services as a Cashier
in the Welcome Center in June 2012. In February 2013, Caleb was hired in the Department of Chemistry
where he served as Office Coordinator, Financial Coordinator 1, and now Financial Coordinator 2. Caleb is
passionate about his employment at University of Houston and would ultimately like to retire here. Caleb’s
desire to assist with making positive impacts at the University is his main motivation for joining Staff
Council. He believe every role within Staff Council is important and a vital component of making a
difference at University of Houston. Caleb generally attends 2-3 volunteer events per year. In his spare time,
he enjoy bowling, going to enjoy the water in La Porte or Galveston, riding his bike in the park, taking road
trips, or relaxing at home.

Name:
Leigh Ann Smith
Department: School of Nursing
Bio:

Leigh Ann Smith has five years’ experience in the University of Houston System. Prior to her current
position as Executive Administrative Assistant to the School of Nursing Dean at the University of Houston
Sugarland Campus, she worked as a senior secretary for University of Houston Victoria School of Nursing at
the University of Houston Cinco Ranch Campus in Katy. Leigh Ann has a Bachelor of Science in Business
Administration from Oklahoma State University. She is married and has two children. Her son is a junior in
C.T. Bauer College of Business; Leigh Ann’s daughter plan is to attend University of North Texas in Fall
2016.

Name:
Dewayne Stafford
Department: Undergraduate Student Success
Bio:

Dewayne Stafford is a University of Houston graduate from the College of Education. He began his time at
University of Houston as a graduate student studying higher education. As a student he gained his first higher
education experience through working as a graduate assistant in the Center for Student Involvement.
Working with outstanding staff in that office, he was motivated to seek employment at University of
Houston. Dewayne began his current role as a program coordinator in the Office of Graduation and
Retention Initiatives during February, 2014. In this role, he works with students, faculty and staff to support
student retention and graduation through the university’s on-time graduation initiative, the UHin4 program.
Dewayne is a wonderful colleague and would be a great addition to the Staff Council.
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Division of Academic Affairs (cont’d)
Name:
Joana Tan
Department: Mechanical Engineering
Bio:

Joana Tan has been an employee of the University of Houston for almost four years. She started as a
temporary staff with College of Technology and was later hired to a full-time staff as Financial Coordinator
2 within the Engineering Technology Department. Joana is currently with College of Engineering Mechanical Engineering Department as an Assistant Business Administrator. She takes pride in her job and
consistently seeks for improvement and challenges herself to strive for excellence in all that she does. Joana
is currently on Staff Council and would like to continue being on Staff Council to serve and lend a voice to
her fellow colleagues at the University of Houston.

Name:
Shanequea White
Department: Engineering Career Center
Bio:

Shanequea White currently works in the Cullen College of Engineering Career Center as the Office
Coordinator. She is a graduate of the University of Houston C.T. Bauer College of Business with a
Bachelor’s of Business Administration in Supply Chain Management. Shanequea is currently pursuing her
MBA in Human Resource Management at the University of Houston-Downtown. She has been working for
the University of Houston for over 5 years now. For her department, she handles all Finance, HR, and Career
Fairs. Shanequea is interested in Staff Council because she believes University of Houston staff members
should have a platform for opportunities to make decisions at the University. Shanequea’s aunt retired from
the University of Houston and served on Staff Council for years. Shanequea always loved the great things
Staff Council did for staff, students, and their families.

Division of Administration and Finance
Name:
Kimberly Barras
Department: FP & C
Bio:

Kimberly Barras currently serve on Staff Council and has been in the position for the past 3 years. She
enjoys Staff Council because she feels that Staff Council makes a difference in what impacts employees.
Kimberly feels that representing her fellow employees helps their voices be heard in a positive manner as
well as a stern manners and would be proud to be her fellow employees’ representatives again.
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Division of Administration and Finance (cont’d)
Name:
Steven Burns
Department: Environmental Health and Life Safety (EHLS)
Bio:

Steven Burns is a Safety Specialist in the Environmental Health and Life Safety Department. He received his
B.S. from Prairie A&M University before becoming a cancer research supervisor and then a research analyst
at M.D Anderson Cancer Center. After a twelve-year career at M. D. Anderson, Steven decided to follow his
passion of higher education and community involvement and accepted a position at the University of
Houston. In addition to being an integral part of the growing safety culture at the University, Steven is
extremely active in other University programs and activities; such as participating in Cougar First
Impressions, C.E.R.T (Community Emergency Response Team) and National Night Out. It has always been
Steven’s mission to advocate for University of Houston staff, be it on a large or small platform.

Name:
Ron Gonyea
Department: Facilities Maintenance-Electric Shop
Bio:

Ron Gonyea has been at University of Houston Electrical Shop since May 2005; prior to those 20 years, of
electrical construction. Ron serves as a foreman and a job steward for the International Brotherhood of
Electrical Workers, Local 716. He has previously served on Staff Council as parliamentarian and as Staff
Council president during 2012-2013. Ron has hosted and produced the Radio program, “Voices at Work” on
90.1 KPFT on Friday nights at 8:00pm-9pm since 2002. Ron is currently is a member of Texas State
Employees Union (TSEU/CWA 6186) and the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW 716).

Name:
Ryan “Iggy” Harrison
Department: Technology support Services
Bio:

Ryan “Iggy” Harrison has been a web administrator for the University of Houston since 2009.
He is an Army veteran that started as a University of Houston student worker. After graduation in 2013,
Ryan became a full-time employee. In addition to web work, Ryan is also the administrator for Mediasite;
University of Houston’s classroom lecture capture system. Ryan helped revolutionize online streaming of
University events from Standard Definition quality, with recurring costs to High Definition 1080p, with a
one-time equipment cost. Ryan has been involved in the planning and logistics for every commencement and
convocation since 2014. He was nominated to the Staff Council in December 2015. He has been a member of
the University of Houston System Staff Council, Communications and Staff Affairs committees. Ryan is
currently the Treasurer Staff Council. He is interested in the continuance of discussing topics that affect staff
life and to help spread opportunities of benefits to all University of Houston staff.

Name:
Jacquie Vargas
Department: Technology Support Services
Bio:

Jacquie Vargas would be excited to serve and was honored that her AVP/AVC nominated her for Staff
Council. Jacquie believed that Staff Council provides a significant resource for all employees, as a
representative and a necessary voice. Jacquie feels the list of Staff Council accomplishments are amazing
and would like to be a part of this vital organization.
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Division of Administration and Finance (cont’d)
Name:
Craig Whitfield
Department: Facilities Service
Bio:

Craig Whitefield has been with University of Houston for 5 years; 2 as the Facility Manager of the Sugar
Land campus and 3 years at the central campus. He has developed and initiated several initiatives, 2 of
which have been awarded by the city of Houston Proud Partner Program, and one by Fort Bend County.
Craig manages several teams within Facilities department. He was the SGA staff advisor at the Sugar Land
campus. He is a strong supporter of sustainability, repurposing, and doing what is best for the campus. Craig
supports campus upgrades and improvements for the purpose making the experience on the campus better,
which is what the Staff Council is all about. Craig travels the world on a regular basis; he enjoys spicy and
flavorful foods from around the world, and has an eye for things outside the box.

Division of Research
Name:
Troy Christensen
Department: Texas Center for Superconductivity
Bio:

Troy Christensen has worked full-time for the Texas Center for Superconductivity at the
University of Houston (TCSUH) since 1993 and is currently Assistant to Founding Director & Chief
Scientist Paul C. W. Chu. He has received two degrees from UH. Troy has been committed to UH volunteer
service since the first Cougar First Impressions (CFI) event in 1998 and he also served on the CFI Planning
Committee from 2004-2014. He was Co-Chair in 2005 and 2012, among other leadership positions, and his
focus for CFI was to improve the staff volunteers’ experience. He has also helped maintain the Staff Council
website since 2006. Troy was elected to Staff Council for FY2013-2015, and served as Communications CoChair, Parliamentarian, and Secretary. Troy is currently a member of the LGBTQ Resource Center Advisory
Board, and has been a Staff Council appointee to the Campus Recreation Advisory Board and the Student
Centers Policy Board in the past two years. Troy hopes to return to Staff Council as an At-Large member to
continue serving the UH community and to advocate for staff members across campus.
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Division of Student Affairs and Enrollment Services
Name:
Cynthia Olmedo
Department: University of Career Services
Bio:

Cynthia Olmedo graduated with a Bachelor of Science degree from the University of Houston in 2000. As a
UH student, she had the opportunity to live on-campus and work for the university as a switchboard
operator. She has over ten years of experience as an employment counselor, improving workforce
development opportunities within the Texas Workforce Commission agency including unemployment
services, youth programs, and workforce training opportunities. Cynthia later earned her Master of Business
Administration in 2007. She was hired as a Career Counselor for the University of Houston’s College of
Technology in 2012 and has actively participated in Cougar First Impressions, the PALS program,
Supervisor Training and Enrichment Program (STEP) training, UH Staff Council, and serves as a Registered
Student Organization advisor. In April of 2015, Cynthia was promoted to Assistant Director, Alumni Career
Services with University Career Services (UCS). Cynthia believes career counseling is a pertinent aspect in
an individual’s professional development because every person wants to “get up and go” to a job they love
and be proud of the work they do. It is her personal mission to help individuals discover their passion,
enhance their skill set, and pursue their dreams.

Division of University Advancement
**Staff Council currently has all nominations needed for this position; however, please submit nomination in
the event that the seat becomes open.

Office of the President
**No nominations were received for this open Staff Council position. Please use write-in area to nominate a
candidate for this division.

University Marketing, Communication and Media Relations
**Staff Council currently has all nominations needed for this position; however, please submit nomination in
the event that the seat becomes open.
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