
THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO 

The University of Montevallo is a proud member institution of the Council of Public Liberal Arts Colleges (COPLAC). UM is one 

of only twenty-seven public liberal arts universities in the United States to have this designation. The mission of COPLAC is to 

advance the aims of its member institutions by driving awareness of the value of high-quality, public liberal arts education in a 

student-centered, residential environment. The University of Montevallo has been named to The Chronicle of Higher 

Education’s 2013 “Great Colleges to Work For” program. The program recognizes small groups of colleges (based on 

enrollment size) for specific best practices and policies.   The University of Montevallo has traditionally been endorsed by U.S. 

News & World Report as one of “America’s Best Colleges,” and was ranked as the No. 1 public master’s-level university in 

Alabama, a distinction it has held each year since 2008. Montevallo is listed as the 15th best public university in the South in 

its division and 36th overall in the South. Montevallo earned high marks for academic reputation, freshman retention rate, 

graduation rate, entering freshmen test scores, small class sizes and low student-faculty ratio.  In addition, UM was ranked 7th 

in the region for best undergraduate teaching, as identified by college presidents, provosts and admissions deans.  UM is also 

the only public institution in Alabama to receive the designation of “College of Distinction” as was recently endorsed by the 

Birmingham Business Journal as a “Best Place to Work”. Most recently, UM has joined a list of unique institutions of higher 

learning in a book titled America’s Best Kept College Secrets, An Affectionate Profile of Extraordinary Colleges and Universities.  

The University of Montevallo’s Mission Statement and Vision 

The overriding mission of the University of Montevallo, unique in higher education in Alabama, is to provide to students from 

throughout the state an affordable, geographically accessible, “small college” public higher educational experience of high 

quality, with a strong emphasis on undergraduate liberal studies and with professional programs supported by a broad base of 

arts and sciences, designed for their intellectual and personal growth in the pursuit of meaningful employment and 

responsible, informed citizenship. 

For undergraduates, our vision is to offer academically capable students from all socio-demographic backgrounds an 

affordable, life-enriching “honors college” experience stressing community service and global awareness, all within an 

atmosphere of national historic beauty and a tradition of innovative cultural expression. Our vision for graduate students 

builds on this undergraduate foundation, using traditional and innovative instructional methods to foster growth in 

specialized skills and knowledge required by practicing educators, counselors, speech-language clinicians, scholars in the 

humanities, and other professional leaders, within a nurturing environment steeped in the unique “Montevallo experience.” 

College of Arts & Sciences 

Arts & Sciences is the largest college at UM. Our innovative programs are the foundation of UM’s focus on interdisciplinary 

studies, and our professors are more than just instructors—they’re advisors and mentors.  With several unique minor options, 

from Game Studies and Design to Environmental Studies, UM’s College of Arts and Sciences exemplifies the true experience of 

a liberal arts education.  Our Arts & Sciences students are preparing to change the world for the better, and that requires a 

dual perspective. It means taking a scientific approach through asking the right questions and formulating hypotheses, but it 

also means that an artistic use of creativity and attention to detail is paramount.  

Social Work Program 

Established in 1925, we are proud to be the oldest and first accredited social work education program in the State of Alabama, 

and one of the oldest programs in the Southeast. The program has been accredited since 1974, the first year social work 

training programs were accredited by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  Today, the Social Work Program is 

located within the Department of Behavioral and Social Sciences, which also includes the disciplines of history, political 

science, sociology, geography, and psychology.  

The mission of our Social Work Program is to provide a professional education for beginning level generalist practitioners 

with emphasis on the poor, vulnerable and under-served. The Social Work Program includes four full-time faculty members 

and averages approximately 100-120 full and part-time majors. 


