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Seeking the Latino Vote: Major Parties Offer Everything from Tamales to Emilio 

 

Ninfa Anita Sepulveda 

 

INTRODUCTION 
 

Hispanics are America‟s fastest growing voting bloc and are about to become its largest 

majority group.  Their large numbers in the nine most populated States totaling 75% of 

the electoral vote indicates that in close presidential elections, they could play a 

significant role in the final results.  Most impressive is that their greatest gains are in the 

four States, California, New York, Texas, and Florida, with the largest electoral votes.(1) 

 

According to the Census Bureau, there were 28 million Hispanics in the United 

States in 1997 totaling 11% of the population, but they project that by 2020, the total will 

increase to 53 million.  Experts are predicting that the 2000 Census will reveal 

tremendous increases in the Latino electorate.(2) 

  

Recognizing the growth of this new Latino electorate, the Republican Party began 

as early as 1996 to develop plans to gain support rather than ignore this group of voters as 

they had done in the past.  The Democratic Party, observing Republican efforts, realized 

quickly that they could no longer take the Latino vote for granted and stepped up their 

efforts to maintain their support.  Finally, candidates and political parties are recognizing 

the significant influence that Latinos could have in elections, but there are some obstacles 

such as non-participation in the Census, low voting percentages, and competition among 

Latino groups for leadership roles.(3)   

  

The Latino electorate will study both major parties and find attractive policies in 

the conservatism of the Republicans‟ advocacy for school prayers, opposition to abortion, 

and support for family values.  On the other hand, others will identify with the liberal 

policies of the Democrats such as pro bilingual education, anti-English as a National 

Language, pro civil rights, anti-racial districting, favorable immigration policies, and 

opposition to Governor Pete Wilson‟s anti-immigration policies in California.(4)  

 

TEACHING UNIT OBJECTIVES 

 

A. The Growth of the Hispanic Electorate and Its Effects on Political Campaigning 

B. Tactics Used by Candidates of Both Republican and Democratic Parties to Attract the 

Growing Electorate 

C. Study of the Major Political Issues Confronting Latinos and the Attempts of 

Candidates and Political Parties to Ignore or Address Them 

 



 2 

 

 

RATIONALE FOR THE UNIT 

 

My teaching unit is designed to be used by any government teacher having a significant 

number of Latino Students.  I teach in a high school that has a Latino enrollment of 95%.  

Latino students and their parents have a difficult time recognizing the potential political 

power they will have in the city of Houston and the State of Texas.  Voting statistics in 

the neighborhood range from 15% to 39% of the eligible voters participating in major 

elections. 

 

My goal as an educator is not only to teach them about the fundamental principles 

of United States government but to help them recognize their potential political influence 

in the future of this city and the State.  To achieve this, I give my students a citizenship 

exam and issue “Sepulveda Citizenship Certificates,” role-play mock elections, research 

candidates, debate political issues in a Mock Congress, and analyze voting patterns.  My 

teaching unit will be a final component to achieve my goal. 

 

TEXAS ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS 

 

Students will be able to: 

1. Interpret and analyze immigration census and population totals 

2. Debate current immigration/Latino issues 

3. Describe and report on techniques used by major political parties and candidates to 

attract the Latino voting electorate 

4. Explain the possible political and economics effects which could result from the 

growing Latino electorate 

 

TAAS OBJECTIVES 

 

Students will be able to: 

1. Debate pro and con on major issues 

2. Compare and contrast information  

3. Identify an opinion from a fact 

4. Write grammatically correct essays 

 

OBJECTIVE A: THE GROWING OF THE HISPANIC ELECTORATE AND ITS 

EFFECTS ON POLITICAL CAMPAIGNING 

 

The 1990s marked major changes in the growth of the Latino electorate.  Since 1990, the 

number of Hispanics increased by 28% as a result of increased immigration and high 

birth rate.  Second, a significant increase in the number of new citizens as a result of 1996 

Immigration Law, which provided for temporary residency status for undocumented 

aliens who resided in the U.S. continuously prior to January 1, 1982.  In addition, this law 
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also allowed the temporary residents to become legal residents if after 18 months they 

could show an understanding of English and knowledge of U.S. history and government.  

These residents would be eligible to become citizens once achieving legal residency.  

Third, increased political hostility toward immigrants especially in Florida and California 

with its Proposition 187 and 227 sparked an angry response from Latinos, which resulted 

in increased voter participation.  Finally, the electoral significance of the States having 

the largest electoral vote as the Latino population will total 32.1 million representing 12% 

of the U.S. population.  It is growing 53% faster than all U.S. population.  Between 1995 

and 2050, the Census Bureau projects an increase in Latinos of 25.8%, totaling 87.4 

million or 25% of the U.S.A. population.(5) 

 

 Recognizing the many opportunities for Latinos to affect future elections, 

especially the 2000 Presidential Election.  The Association of Hispanic Advertising 

Agencies launched 5 million broadcast and print campaign urging Latino citizens to 

register and vote in the 2000 election.  VOTO is the title of the campaign that targets the 

16 States with the most significant Hispanic population.  These 16 States total 299 

electoral votes, 29 more than needed to be elected president.  Currently, an estimated 8 

million Hispanics are registered in those States, and 5.4 million not registered yet.(6) 

 

 Most of the success of Latino voters has been in electing local political 

officeholders, according to Roberto Villearreal writing in the American Political Science 

Review.  Most Latinos are young, poorer, less educated, and mostly non-citizens, thus, 

presenting a major barrier to current electoral successes.  Of the eligible Latino voters‟ 

turnout is usually small.  In the 1992 presidential election, Latino voting had more impact 

in the small states and not so much in large populated areas.  With the increase in the 

electorate, the major changes, so far, occurred in a number of Hispanic State legislators 

and municipal officeholders. 

 

 There are specific problems that present barriers to Latino voting.  While the 

population increases, a large number of Latinos are unable to vote because of issues such 

as approximately 32% of Latino households live in poverty, some 35% are without health 

insurance, more than one third are foreign born, and 90% live in urban areas.  Latinos 

also face internal problems such as the lack of strong national leadership and national 

organization because the existing national organizations compete with each other and go 

after different agendas too often.(7) 

 

LESSONS FOR OBJECTIVE A 

 

Lesson One: Students will be given graphs to analyze and interpret, relating to the 

increase in the Latino electorate and political activities.  See handout for Activity A.  

There are four graph activities from the 1999 Statistical Abstract printed by the US 

Census Bureau.  The first activity relates to projections for the year 2050.  Feel free to 

add any additional questions for the students. 
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Graph One: I try to get the students to focus on forces that affect Hispanic 

immigration on the U.S.A. 

Graph Two: Asks students to answer questions relating voting ages, voter 

registration, and voting records.  It is an overall profile of the characteristics of the 

US Electorate. 

Graph Three: Focuses on the number of Hispanic officeholders as of 1994.  

Graphs No. 481 and 484 refer to types of political offices held. 

Graph Four: Focuses on population projection for 2025 based on age, race, and 

ethnic background.  

 

Lesson Two: Using a U.S. map, students will name the 50 States and color the 16 States 

targeted by the Hispanic Advertising Agencies (New York, California, Texas, Florida, 

New Jersey, Illinois, Massachusetts, Arizona, New Mexico, Pennsylvania, Colorado, 

Georgia, Nevada, Washington, Alabama, and Oregon). Color these States one color 

different from the rest of the States, including the number of electoral vote for each of 

those States.  Use handout The Electoral College map Activity A-2. 

 

Lesson Three: Post 2000 Election.  Prepare a graph or chart showing the breakdown of 

the 2000 presidential results.  Using magazine and newspapers accounts prepare a chart 

or graph depicting the Latino impact nationally, in Texas, California, and at least four 

other selected States.  Discuss the election result and decide if the Latino impact was 

significant in these major States. 

 

 

OBJECTIVE B: IDENTIFY TACTICS USED BY CANDIDATES AND BOTH 

MAJOR PARTIES TO ATTRACT THE LATINO ELECTORATE. 

 

For years, the Latino vote has been in the political pocket of the Democratic Party and 

was usually ignored by the Republican Party.  The growth in the Latino electorate forced 

the Republicans to begin to “court” the Latino vote and have set goals to get 40% of the 

Latino vote in 2000 election.  As early as 1992, plans were made to attract Latinos.  In 

the 1992 presidential election, Bill Clinton won 65% of the Latino vote, while President 

George Bush won 25%.  In 1996, Clinton won 71% of the vote, and Dole won 21%, the 

lowest amount ever received by a Republican candidate.  That year, former President 

Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan sent memos urging the Republican Party leaders to 

mend fences with Latino voters.  

 

 According to Angelo Falcon, all the major candidates are speaking Spanish, 

included Spanish language sections on their campaign web sites, and conducted special 

polls and opinion surveys aimed at Latinos.  On the campaign trial, it was not unusual to 

include tamales and tacos to be served at various fund raisers.(8) 

 

 Texas Governor George W. Bush even flew Hispanic singer Emilio and his band 

to play in Ohio, a State with few Latinos.  Bilingual campaign ads targeted those States 
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with a large Hispanic electorate.  The Republicans believe that they offer issues which 

Hispanics support such as school prayers, school vouchers, anti-abortion and family 

value issues.  The Party is hurt by the actions of the Republican leaders in Congress who 

have angered Hispanics with the refusal of House Speaker Dennis Hastsert to meet with 

Latino leaders, and Congressional proposals aimed at cutting bilingual education funding, 

a controversial reorganization of the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), 

proposing anti-immigration laws and the slow confirmation of some Latino federal 

judicial appointments.(9)  

 

 The latter has been a major Republican weapon against the President.  Speaking 

in Houston, Texas on June 19, 2000, President Clinton urged the members of the 

Southwestern Voter Registration Education Project to inform the electorate that the 

Republican leadership has foiled his attempts appointed Hispanic federal judges.  He 

listed his appointment of a Harvard educated El Paso lawyer, Enrique Moreno, who was 

nominated in September of 1999 to the New Orleans 5th Circuit Court of Appeals.  The 

opposition of Texas Senators Kay Bailey Hutchinson and Phil Gramm has effectively 

stalled his appointment.  Judge Richard Paez of California has been waiting for over four 

years for Judiciary Committee Chairman Orrin Hatch to allow a Senate vote.  Ricardo 

Moreno‟s nomination to the US District Court in the Southern District of Texas is also 

stalled.  Finally, Kathleen McCree-Lewis of Detroit, who would have been the first black 

woman to serve in the 6th District Court, cannot get a confirmation hearing.(10) 

 

 The Democratic Party supports and stress issues that Latinos consider very 

important such as affirmative action, Medicare, health reform, increasing the minimum 

wage, educational funding, protection of social security program, and labor union 

support.  The biggest help to the Democratic Party has been the policies of California 

governor, Pete Wilson.  Opposition to his plans to restrict social services and education to 

residents only or possibly to citizens only served as a wake up call to Latinos to protect 

themselves with citizenship status, the use of the ballot, and court actions to stop these 

policies.(11) 

 

 The only person attracting votes for the Republican Party is George W. Bush, 

governor of Texas, who has opposed English-Only propositions, stresses close tie with 

Mexico, speaks Spanish, and urges educational reforms.  He has been very careful to 

disassociate himself from Pete Wilson and, so far, aimed his campaign at middle class 

Hispanics.  This strategy may backfire because 30% of Latinos live in poverty, and he 

avoids facing those issues.  The popularity of his father, the former president and his 

brother, Jeb Bush, governor of Florida, will help him overcome the lack of popular 

Latino support for the Republican Congressional leadership.  Can he overcome the 

popularity of Vice President Al Gore, who has not ignored the Latino vote but has spent 

time, made speeches, and set up a web site aimed at addressing many of these issues.(12)   
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LESSONS FOR OBJECTIVE B 

 

Lesson One: Have the students prepare a poll on Hispanic issues, give the poll, and 

present the results to the class (see sample of Hispanic issues).  Have the students come 

with their own questions or suggests some of the following: 

1. Do you support affirmative action programs? 

2. Should abortions be abolished? 

3. Do you believe the criminal justice system is biased toward minorities? 

4. Should legal residents be able to vote and run for office? 

5. Should a free education be provided for undocumented workers? 

6. Do you believe that non-Hispanic Americans are aware of the Latino‟s contributions 

to the USA? 

7. Can you name three important contributions of Hispanics?  List them. 

8. Do you believe that anti-immigration measures unfairly target Latinos? 

9. Do you believe that Latino children should be taught in Spanish and in English? 

 

Lesson Two: Have the students divide into groups and prepare an ad campaign for a 

major candidate who wishes to appeal to the Latino voters.  The ad campaign must 

include the following: 

1. a slogan addresses to the Latino voters 

2. three to four poster ads 

3. a commercial that may be video taped or presented in front of the class.   

Follow up: Have students identify propaganda techniques used in commercials. 

(Handout: analysis sheet for students to use with analysis of commercials) 

 

Lesson Three: Research the major issues in the presidential campaign and find what the 

major candidates think about each one.  Based on your research, select one candidate who 

you believe could best serve the Hispanic community.  Write a two to three page opinion 

paper based on your research of the candidates. 

 

OBJECTIVE C: A STUDY OF THE MAJOR POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 

ISSUES CONFRONTING LATINOS AND THE ATTEMPTS OF THE 

POLITICAL PARTIES AND THEIR CANDIDATES TO ADDRESS THEM. 

 

Latinos are very concerned about the following issues (13): 

 Treatment of Immigrants.  Controversies still exists over the detention of Cubans 

and Haitians in federal refugee camps.  Those in the camps suffer from illnesses such 

as AIDS, have serious criminal backgrounds, or have no relatives willing to be 

responsible for them.  Most controversial has been the case of Elian Gonzalez, the 

six-year-old Cuban Gulf survivor.  Elian was caught in a fight between his Miami 

relatives, who sought to keep him in a democratic United States and his Cuban father, 

who sought his return to Cuba.  The Republican Party used the issue to gain Cuban 

American support by urging legislation to grant Elian residency.  The Republicans 

were in a no-lose situation and could only gain by appearing to be the champions of 
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human rights.  They accused the Clinton administration (Al Gore) of not doing 

enough to settle the question and for supporting the INS position that Elian should b 

returned to his Cuban father.  When INS invaded the Miami relatives‟ home, the 

Republicans accused the Clinton administration of communist home invasion tactics.  

The issue was used to counter the negative actions of California Governor Pete 

Wilson. 

 

 Cutting Federal Funds for Bilingual Education.  How effective is bilingual 

education?  California is ready to abolish it, and Latinos have gone to court to oppose 

it.  In Texas, Governor Bush is too politically astute to speak against it.  Educators 

around the country seem to be pushing immersion rather than bilingualism.  Yet, on 

March 12,
 
2000, a story in the Houston Chronicle quoted Secretary of Education 

Reed criticized the public education system for not addressing the needs of Latino 

students resulting in high drop out rates and urged the use of bilingual techniques to 

keep them in school. 

 

 Crime and Drugs.  Crime and drugs are found in all neighborhoods, but their 

presence in low-income Latino neighborhoods result in great fear of the police. Law 

enforcement officers have gained a poor reputation for racial profiling in searching 

and arresting suspects and for over publicized shootings of unarmed foreign nationals.  

Despite the problems of gangs and drive by shootings, Latinos have a difficult time 

relying on the police and language barriers only increase the distrust. 

 

 Low Wages and Poverty.  The income of Latinos has not increased at the same rate 

as other minorities.  Many Latinos do not have the skills or education needed to raise 

their income levels.  Particularly hurting is the high drop out rate due to difficulties 

with schoolwork, pressure to earn a living and help support the family, high 

pregnancy rates in high schools, and gang activity.  Gore can credit the Clinton 

Administration for the raise in the minimum wage despite opposition by many 

Republicans. 

 

 Abolishment of College Affirmative Action Programs.  There are declines in 

minority enrollments in Texas colleges, some Ivy League colleges, and other 

colleges.  The cost of college today is so expensive that the average intelligent Latino 

would have a difficult time attending any college except for an inexpensive one that is 

close to home.  The above average students will have to compete for scholarships, 

many of which are available only to US citizens.  An additional problem that no one 

will address is the problem of undocumented, intelligent, young Latinos, who are 

unable to attend college without a social security number or residency status.  Unless 

they pay expensive international fees, they will not the attending college. 

 

 The English Only Proposals.  These proposals are seen as a form of discrimination 

against immigrants.  In an election year, few candidates will bring up the issue if they 

hope for any type of favorable support.  Texas Governor Bush has already taken the 



 8 

politically correct opinion for Texas Latinos that he opposes the English only 

proposition although his brother, Florida Governor Jeb Bush, supported its passage.  

On the Democratic side, Vice President Al Gore has strongly opposed these 

proposals. 

 

 Education Reforms.  This topic is ranked one or two among voters, yet the power 

for educational reforms really is under the authority of the States.  Students and 

teachers understand curriculum objectives and specific programs such as ESL and 

Special Education, but those are still under the control of the States. Teacher licensing 

and student testing are determined by each State.  On the federal level, Congress can 

demand higher standards, but it is still up to the States to change the Standards.  There 

are some federal programs for schools having low-income students, but these 

programs do not significantly affect the quality of education.  So, as every candidate 

espouses how they will solve our educational problems, they will end up with limited 

power and limited influence over real educational problems.  Some candidates push 

for school vouchers, yet once again, they are part of the choices for the State and not 

the federal government.  

 

 Death Penalty.  This topic became hot in the summer of 2000.  Most Americans 

continue to support the death penalty in high percentages but want to make certain 

that innocent persons are not executed.  The anti-capital punishment groups rallied 

around controversial cases such as Texas/Gary Graham case, which forces Governor 

George W. Bush to defend his positions and actions.  Newsweek‟s June 12th of 2000 

edition focuses on this issue and includes stories on Graham.  The question 

surrounding him was should he be executed if he did not have a fair trial due to poor 

attorney representation.   

 

LESSONS FOR OBJECTIVE C 

 

Lesson One: Using a model form, write a bill relating to a Latino or immigration issue 

that you believe should be passed.  This is a group activity with directions for Mock 

Congress. 

1. Divide the class up into groups of 4-5 students per group. 

2. Each group will select a different topic for a congressional bill and use the sample bill 

Handout C-1. 

3. Elect a chairperson and a co-chair to make opening and closing statements. 

4. Allow time for research (2-3 days). 

5. Set a deadline for bills to be due.  Make a copy of each bill for everyone in the class. 

 

Rule for the Mock Legislature 

1. Call chamber to order and have the clerk do the roll call. 

2. On the board, list the order of bills for debate (mix controversial with non-

controversial topics). 

3. Using parliamentary procedures, recognize author of bill #1. 
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4. Each bill is introduced by chairperson (read bill, corrections, and 2 minutes 

speech on why bill should be passed). 

5. Negative debate alternates with affirmative debate.  Each bill is allowed 20 

minutes for debate and amendments. 

6. Co-chair makes 2 minutes closing statement reminding everyone why they 

should vote for the bill. 

7. Vote and count votes.  Needs majority to pass a bill or 2/3 for an amendment. 

 

Lesson Two: Write a pro and con essay on one of the topics listed below: 

 

Immigration: Pro/Con – A Writing Assignment. 

 

 Directions: 1.  Select one of the topics below and write a 3-4 reaction paper.  2. 

Follow course writing guidelines including biographical citations, interviews, and 

current articles. 

  

1. Children of undocumented workers should not receive a free education. 

2. An amendment declaring English as the official language of the United States 

is designed to discriminate. 

3. Federal jobs should not be restricted to only US citizens. 

4. The constitution should be amended to allow naturalized citizens to hold the 

office of President and Vice President. 

5. Organizations discriminate when they label their scholarships for citizens 

only. 

6. Affirmative action programs are still needed today. 

7. Bilingual education is unnecessary and only discourages students from 

learning English. 

8. Immigrants hurt the American economy and take jobs away from native-born 

Americans. 

9. Only citizens should be eligible to receive social services such as welfare, 

Medicaid, free clinics, etc. 

10. The federal government should pay for the cost of all the social services that 

some States, particularly California, Texas, New York, and Florida, had to 

provide because of their large immigrant populations. 

11. Teenage pregnancies are on the increase among Latinos, who is to blame? 

 

Lesson Three: An interview activity.  Have the students search and research information 

on a Hispanic officeholder either from Houston, Texas or the United States Congress.  

Check Congressional Directory Information, Tomas Rivera Policy Institute, or National 

Association of Elected Latino Officeholders (NAELO).  Option: Students may wish to 

research a Latino organization such as the Southwest Voter Registration Education 

Project.  
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Chronicle.  Feb. 20, 2000.  Discusses problems in counting Hispanics for census 

purposes. 
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APPENDICES 

 

OBJECTIVE A-LESSON ONE: GRAPH ONE 

GRAPHING ACTIVITY: PROJECTIONS TO 2050 

 
 

1. According to the US Census Bureau Projections above, which ethnic group will have 

the greatest growth by the year 2050?  _____________________ 

 

2. Explain how each of the following factors might contribute to increased Hispanic 

growth. (Suggestion: Use interviews) 

A. Birthrates 

 

B. Economic/Political conditions in Mexico 

 

C. Reunification of families 

 

D. Economic Opportunities in the USA 

 

E. Other 
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OBJECTIVE A-LESSON ONE: GRAPHING ACTIVITY-GRAPH TWO 

Using the information from the US Census Bureau below, answer the questions. 

 
Use the graph above to answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper. 

 

1.  Using the information above, agree or disagree with the following statements: 

A. Older citizens tend to register and vote in greater percentage than citizens of other 

ages. 

B. College educated citizens vote in greater percentage than persons without a 

college education. 

C. Hispanics vote in greater number than other ethnic groups. 

2. If you are a presidential candidate, identify groups from the list above that you 

believe your campaign should target.  Explain why. 

3. If women tend to vote in greater number than men, what are three issues that you 

would address in order to attract the female vote.  Explain why. 
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OBJECTIVE A – LESSON ONE: GRAPH THREE 

 

Read the statistical information given below and answer the questions. 

 
Questions for chart No. 481 

1. How many Hispanics were elected to: 

*school districts?_______    *municipal offices?_______   *special districts?_______            

*special districts?________  *county?_______             *total officeholders_________ 

2. What is the total Hispanic, local officeholders in 1992? _________ 

3. Investigate your county, city, and school board and identify the number and sex of 

Hispanic officeholders. 

Questions for chart No. 484 

1. The total number of Hispanic officeholders in 1994 was __________. 

2. Which State has the most Hispanic officeholders in 1994? __________. 

3. List the top five States with the most Hispanic officeholders. ___________________ 

____________________________________________________________________ 

4.  Extra Credit: Try to update this information for your State. 
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OBJECTIVE A - LESSON ONE: GRAPH FOUR  

HISPANIC PROJECTIONS BY AGE, SEX, AND RACE THROUGH 2050 

 

 
Questions 

1. According to the latest US Census projections, how many Hispanics will be 

living in the USA in 2025? ____________________ 

2. Which Hispanic age group had the greatest increase overall? ____________________ 

3. Which group, male or female, is projected to immigrate in greater numbers? _______ 

4. Predictions:  With the additional electorate resulting from the additional Hispanics, 

predict the effect in the following areas: 

A) Consumer Products   B) Advertising   C)  Jobs    D)  Education   E)Political 
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OBJECTIVE A: LESSON TWO 

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE 

 

 

Study the electoral map below and answer the following questions: 

 

1. Color the 16 States one color of your choice to show the location of most 

Hispanic voters. Research and write in the electoral vote for each of the 50 

States. 

2. Answer the following questions: 

A. How many electoral votes are needed to be elected president? ___________ 

B. How many electoral votes do the 16 States total? ____________ 

C. Which State has the most votes? _________________  How many? _________ 

D. How many does your state have? _________   Is it one of the 16 States? _______  

3. Color the other States a different color. (Do not use blue on land forms) 

4. After the 2000 Census is completed, indicate major changes in these States such as 

changes in electoral votes. 

5.  Using the results of the 2000 Presidential Election, who did these States 

support?(Use one color dot for Bush and a different color dot for Gore) 

_________________________ 

Who won most of the States? ___________________ 
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OBJECTIVE B: LESSON TWO – Handout 2 

POLITICAL ADVERTISING ANALYSIS REVIEW 

 

Student Name: _________________________ 

 

 

Candidate‟s Name: __________________________  Year: ___________ 

Opponent‟s Name: ___________________________ 
 

List information given about the candidate: _______________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Can the information be checked?  Where? ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Describe the theme or mood of the ad. ___________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Any music used? Was it effective? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Issue(s) addressed. ________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Criticism: What do you like about the ad? ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

What do you dislike about the ad? _____________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Would you vote for the candidate?  Why? ________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 

Which techniques were used? ________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________ 
Rate the ad: 

Excellent _____    Above Average _____     Average_____      Fair_____       Poor _____ 

         5    4       3     2       1 
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OBJECTIVE B: LESSON THREE 

 

ELECTION 2000: CANDIDATES’ VIEWPOINT 

 

                        BUSH                                                                       GORE                         . 

 

Affirmative Action 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

School Vouchers 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Crime 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Bilingual Education 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

English as the Official Language 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Environmental Issues 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Immigration Laws 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Taxation 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Social Security 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Abortion 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

School Prayers 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

Death Penalty 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

_______________________________                    _______________________________ 

 


