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Florida 2018: Full of Surprises

* Predictions off: turnout; margin-of-victory

e No cybersecurity issue but another recount
controversy; 3 statewide recounts- Governor,
U.S Senator, & Agricultural Commissioner

* Election Night vote totals always incomplete
e “Yes” to 11 out of 12 amendments; 1.4 million

felons now eligible to register to vote

* All 19 county-wide tax & bond referendums
passed




Party Registration Trend: FL
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Dems: Key Base Constituencies

WWomen

e Minorities, including
newly-arrived Puerto
Ricans

e Millennials and Gen Xers
o LGBTQ communities

e Unions, especially public
employee and teachers’
unions

J eWi S h Vote rS Photo attribution: http://crececenter.org/o-big-group-of-diverse-
people-facebook/; https://www.au.org/blogs/wall-of-separation/will-

the-lgbtg-community-be-trump-s-next-target



Dems: Biggest  Rslelileitlely
Issues e Environment

Economy

Health care
Gun control
Minority voting rights

Criminal justice

Immigration

Infrastructure/Transport

&0 e Reproductive rights
Photo attribution: https://o - ;:t; " ans T R U I\/I P

choice-many-american-families , https://www.sierraclub.org/sie
want-ban-fracking , http://laborcoalition.org/all-out-november




GOP: Key Base Constitencies »

e Rural voters (high turnout;
conservative) o® DL e
e QOlder voters (super voters) e VLIRS

e Hispanics, including newly-arrived Puerto
Ricans without strong party attachment

e Suburban voters, especially women; families

e Gun owners

e Conservative religious communities

e Agriculture communities

e \Working-class whites
e Small business owners

Photo attribution: http://www.floridamilk.com/in-the-news/blog/farming/celebrity-chef-art-smith-honors-florida-farmers-at-new-disney-farm-to-table-



Big Issues: GOP

Economy/Taxes/Tariffs
Socialism

Education (school choice)
Government over-regulation

Protection of constitutional
liberties (Second Amendment)

Drugs (opioids)

Immigration & border security
Religious freedom/abortion
Environment/Invasive species

http://thebelltowers.com/2015/02/27/amplify-choice-
supporting-school-choice-is-being-pro-children/,
https://www.cnn.com/specials/health/painkiller-opioid-addiction




4 Biggest National Issues: FL
Voters

Most important issue facing the
country

Health cars
40%

Immigration

30%

Economy
16%




Statewide Races:
1% Margin-of-Victory

Statewide Races in Florida (Governor,

President)

47.7 483 48.1 478 43.0

2010 2012 2014 2016
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Source: Florida Division of Elections.




2018 Margins-of-Victory:

Oh, So Small!

8,220,561 votes cast
 U.S. Senate (R) 0.12%
* Governor (R) 0.40%

* Agriculture Commissioner (D) 0.08%
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e State Senate District 18 (D) 0.20%

e State House District 26 (R) 0.10%
e State House District 89 (R) 0.04%




Broward County at Heart of
Recount Problems

MLl MAPS

Florida 2018 Undervote

The Share of Voters Who Cast
Ballots for Both
Senate and Governor

- 3.7% of Senate Ballots Blank
- 1% or Less of Senate Ballots Blank
- More Votes for Senate than Governor




Ballot Format:
Undervotes
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Pre/Post Election Make-Up in Florida

Legislature & Congress
FLORIDA SENATE +1D

23 Republicans, 16 Democrats (1 vacancy) RIEEEP

NOW: 23 R-17D s
FLORIDAHOUSE +Ds

75 Republicans, 41 Democrats (4 vacancies)

seesss 120 Sotiet

NOW: 71 Rs; 49 Ds
CONGRESS (27 SEATS) +2Ds

16 Republicans, 11 Democrats
NOW: 14 Rs, 13Ds

Source: Legislature as of August 24, 2018. Photos: Wikipedia




Forgotten: Statewide Cabinet Races

* Attorney General
Sean Shaw (D) vs. Ashley Moody (R) r

e Chief Financial Officer (CFO)
Jeremy Ring (D) vs. Jimmy Patronis (R)




Some Things Didn’t Change About

Florida Midterm Elections

* Midterm elections always have lower turnout
than presidential elections

* Most difficult groups to get to polls—youn
minority voters

* Republicans turn out at higher rates than
Democrats; more Rs vote on Election Day

* Fl voters tend to say “Yes” to proposed
constitutional amendments

 Polls inaccurate




Jump in Primary Turnout: 2014 to 2018
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POLLS: SHORTCOMINGS

* Inaccurate — lots of reasons

* Guide news coverage that creates what
can be a erroneous storyline

* Lower response rates, esp. among Rs
* Rural areas under-represented
* Voter worries about privacy

 Can NEVER predict turnout, esp. late
surges




Hard to Predict Big Events That

Impact Voter Turnout

2017
August Confederate Monuments/White Supremacy issues
September 10 Hurricane Irma strikes Florida
October #MeToo (hashtag goes viral)
2018
January 21 Women’s Marches in Florida

(anniversary of Trump inauguration)
February 14 Shooting at Marjorie Stoneman Douglas

High School in Parkland; #NeverAgain

June Separating Children from Parents at Border

#WhereAreTheChildren? #KeepFamiliesTogether
July-August Algae Bloom & Red Tide #algaebloom #redtide




Hard to Predict Big Events &

Their Impact on Turnout

September Kavanaugh Supreme Court Confirmation Battle
#WhylIDidn’tReport; #BelieveSurvivors
September 22: Overseas Ballots Mailed

October October 2-9: Vote by Mail Ballots sent
Hurricane Michael hits FL (Oct. 10)
The migrant Caravan gets national attention (Oct 15)
Report: Gillum took Hamilton tickets (Oct 23)
Fl man sends bomb packages to natl. Dems. (Oct 24)
Last gubernatorial debate (Oct 24)
October 27-November 3 In-Person Early Voting
Shooting in Pittsburgh Jewish Synagogue (Oct 29)
October 31 TRUMP rally Ft. Myers

November Nov. 3 TRUMP rally Pensacola
Election Day (Nov. 6) Biggest issue for voters?




Who Are Florida’s Voters?

Photo attribution: http://www.supercoloring.com/silhouettes/florida-map
https://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2018/06/us_supreme_court_allows_ohio_t.html



45% of the state’s registered voters
live in the 1-4 Corridor

Percent of Florida's Registered Voters Living in

Each of Florida's 10 Media Markets
August 2018

Tampa-St. Petersburg-Sarasota
Orlando-Daytona Beach-Melbourne
Miami-Ft. Lauderdale

Palm Beach-Ft. Pierce

Jacksonville, Northeast Florida
Naples-Fort Myers

Pensacola and the Panhandle

Tallahassee

Panama City

Gainesville, North Central Florida

15 20
Percent of Registered Voters (%)

25

Graphic created by MacManus; calculated from Florida Division of Elections, Florida Voter Registration System data as of August 2018.



Geography of Vote for Governor
Area type

Gillurm DeSantis

Urban area

4% 2% 42%

Suburban area

Rural area

8%

69%

3106 Respondents




Florida Governor Votes

2018 Florida
Governor Election

DeSantis
% - 55%

v DeSantis 49.6%
wo%  Gillum  49.2%

b - 80%
% - 88%

Matt Isbell 11/18/18



Vote Pattern for Gov. by Party

Party ID

Gillum DeSantis Mo Answer

Llemocra

339, 93% % N/A

Independents . .
299, 44% 2%

3106 Respondents

Republicans



Over One-Third of Registered
Voters are Non-White

Florida Voter Registration by Race
October 2018 General Book Closing

Other
Asian or Pacific. g59 216

Islander 5%
254,413
2%

Black, Not
Hispanic
1,755,296
13%

Hispanic
2,176,889 “~_ White, Not
17% Hispanic
8,353,606
63%




Vote Patterns by Race/Ethnicity

Race

Gillun DeSantis Mo Answer

White . .
66% 39% 1%

86% 14% N/A

13%

Latino
15%

Asian

2%

Other race

4%

3106 Respondents




How Hispanics voted in key races for
U.S. Senate and governor in 2018

% of Hispanics who say they voted for the_ candidate

® Democratic m Republican

Govermnaor
Florida
Senate

Governor

Govermnor
Arizona
Senate
Governaor

Source: Based on exit polls conducted by En_hE:nr. Research for the
Mational Election Pool, as reported by CNN, accessed Nov. 9, 2018,

PEVW RESEARCH CENTER




Age Diversity

Florida Voter Registration by Age
October 2018 General Book Closing

Under 30
65 and over 2,195,996
3,666,933 17%
28%

30to 49
3,842,558
29%

50to 64
3,430,559
26%




Voting Patterns for Gov. by Age

Gillum DeSantis Mo Answer

40%

65 and older

36%




Florida Voter Registration by Generation
October 2018 General Book Closing

Greatest
Generation Generation Z
Silent 155,873 _ ~ 625,126
Generation 1% \ ; 5%
1,810,152
14% Millennial

3,132,958
24%

Baby Boomers
4,289,146
32%

_|-Generation X
3,122,804
24%




Living Generations: Major Life Events, Presidents

Generation Born (2018) Major Events Presidents
Greatest Generation/ World War Il, Great Depression, New Franklin Delano
Gl Generation Before 1928 91+  |Deal Roosevelt (D)
The Silent Postwar happiness, Era of Conformity, Truman (D);
Generation 1928-1945 73-90 [Korean War Eisenhower (R)
Civil Rights Movement, 60s Youth Kennedy (D); Johnson
The Baby Culture—Save the World Activism, (D), Nixon (R); Ford (R);
Boomers 1946-1964 54-72 |Drugs, Free Love, Vietnam War Carter (D)
Reagan (R);
MTV, 24-hour news, latch-key kids, George H.W. Bush (R),
Generation X 1965-1980 38-53 [transition to computers, AIDS Clinton (D)
9/11, social media, Irag and
Millennials/ Afghanistan conflicts, Great Recession, | George W. Bush (R);
GenerationY 1981-1996 22-37 |BP oil spill Obama (D)
Brexit, Black Lives Matter, #MeToo,
#Generation/ #Never Again (Parkland school
GenerationZ After 1996 18-21 [shooting) Obama (D); Trump (R)

Generation classifications: Pew Research Center; events by author




Majority of Gen Z registered voters
are nonwhite

Florida Voter Registration by Generation and Race

August 2018
B White ®Black M Hispanic M Asian/P Other

Florida 64 16
Generation Z 47

Millennial 53
Generation X 58
Baby Boomer 71

Silent Generation 77

Greatest Generation 79

20 40 60 80

Percent of Registered Voters (%)

Graphic created by MacManus; calculated from Florida Division of Elections, Florida Voter Registration System data as of August 2018.



Women are a majority of Florida’s
registered voters

Florida Voter Registration by Gender
October 2018 General Book Closing

Male

5,910,720 _
45% Female

6,941,821
52%

Unknown/Other
346,879
3%




Voting Patterns for Gov. by Gender

Party by gender

Gillum DeSantis Mo Answer

Democratic men

199% 10%

Gender

Democratic women

21%

Republican men

19%

Republican women

18%

Independent men

14%

Independent women

16%

3106 Hespondents




Florida’s Ideological Make-Up

e 35% Conservative
e 36% Moderate
e 22% Liberal

» +13 NET CONSERVATIVE

Source: Saad, Lydia. “Conservative-leaning states drop from 44 to 39.” Gallup.



Vote Pattern for Gov. by Ideology

3106 Respondents

Ideology

Gillum DeSantis Mo Answer

Liberal . .
299, 9% 1%

Moderate
39%

Conservative . .
39% 13% 85% 2%

61% 38% 1%




Florida’s Population Growth
Florida Resident Population
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FL Growth Demographics: 2017-30

* White non-Hispanic: Down 55% to 49.2%
* Hispanic population: Up 25.3% to 30.1%
* Black population: Up from 16.2% to 17.1




FL Fair Districts Redistricting Standards

Prohibited:
** Denying or abridging the equal opportunity of language minorities to participate in
the political process.
+* Diminishing the ability of racial or language minorities to elect representatives of their
choice.
L/

+* Drawing of a plan or districts that favor or disfavor one political party over another.
+» Drawing of a plan or district that favors or disfavors incumbents

Mandatory:
** Districts shall consist of contiguous territory

Conditional: (If not in conflict with federal law or the standards detailing what is
prohibited and mandatory)

/7

** Districts shall be as nearly equal in population size as practicable.

/7

** Districts shall be compact.

/7

** Districts shall, where feasible, utilize existing political and geographical boundaries.

The order within which each is listed does not signify an order of importance.




Impact of Redistricting Under

Fair Districts Amendments

2018 FL Governor
Under New and Old
Congressional Lines

Congressional

~_—

New
Congressional DeSantis 16
Lines Gillum 11

Margin

DeSantis 14 M pesantis Up 20 to 37%
Gillum 13 I Desantis Up 10 to 20%
[ ] pesantis Up 5 to 10%
E DeSantis Up 0 to 5%
[ ]Gilumupotos%
[ ] Gilumup 50 10%
B Gilum Up 10 to 20%
I Gilum Up 20 to 40%
I Gilum Up 40to 73%




FL Redistricting Process
(Dates Will Change in 2022)

2012: After Legislative Enactment

Legisiative (State House and

Senate) Redistricting Pians Congressional Redistricting Plan

. -
Between January 10 to March 9 - Between January 10 to March § -
Legisiature approves Legislative Legislature approves
plans Congressional plan

- .

15 Days - Attorney General
submits Legisiative plans to FL
Supreme Court

7 or 15 Days- Governor signs
Congressional plan into law

—— .
30 Days - FL Supreme Court NO AUTOMATIC COURT
upholds the Legislative plans REVIEW
— -
60 Days - U eclears the 80 Days - preclears the
Legis! ns Con nal plan

» A

June 4 to 8§ - Qualifying for state June 4 to 8 - Qualifying for state
and federal elections in Flonda and federal elections in Flonda




Expectations in 2020:
CLOSE, AGAIN!

N

= N o= Iy 52N
<N\ S= [/ TR
P A Y
: v o 'AS
& ey /£ N o
A\ ~ . £ 4 N 3
) y

LS i« S o N
a2 U R~ 3
/- S
Y 5 d

.

Graphic source: Policymic.com



