Quick startup guide for Termview 1.0
Running the software

1) Save the attached executable file (termview.exe) to your desktop.  It is a self-extracting archive that contains the software and data.
2) Locate the archive file on your desktop and double-click on it.  When the window opens, click the ‘Extract’ button.  It will make a new folder on your desktop that contains everything.

3) Locate the ‘termview’ folder on your desktop and double-click on the icon to enter it.
4) Double-click on termview.exe to launch the application.  It takes a few seconds for application to load the imagery and data

Map Display

You will be presented with an over-view map of the United States and a query panel.

The U.S. map can be zoomed and panned with the mouse.
To pan the map, hold down the right mouse button down on the map and drag the mouse up, down, left, and right

To zoom in or out on the map, roll the mouse wheel forwards and backwards with the mouse cursor on the map.
On the map screen are little icons called "lollipops".  Lollipops show the number of terms or length of terms (in years) for each city they point to.

The lollipops range in color from green (low values) to red (high values). Higher values indicate a greater number of terms allowed (or greater length of each term) for each city.
Double-clicking on an individual lollipop brings up information related to the city and gives the number of cities that match the current query.  Double-click on a lollipop to see the effect.

When a city is double-clicked, an Info Panel pops up that provides the detailed information for that city.
Info Panel
All information on the Info panel can be seen by using the scroll bars on the right side and bottom of the Info panel.
Double-clicking on multiple cities (in sequence) stores the information in the Info Panel in sequence.  Use the scroll bar on the right hand side to go backwards in the listing.  Using this method, multiple cities can be compared.

Use the Clear button in the Info Panel to clear its contents.  Use the Save button to save the contents of the Panel to disk as a text file.  Text files provide all data from the cities that were selected and can be used to make a hard copy for printing, or build a database for e-mailing, etc.

You can close the Info Panel by clicking on the little 'X' in the upper right hand corner of the panel.

Double-clicking on an area of the map that does not have a lollipop will de-select the current city and make all of the cities visible (non-transparent) again.
Query Panel
The Query Panel is the most complex and powerful part of the application.  It allows the user to restrict which cities are visible on the map.
The Query Panel has 8 drop-down buttons and one list-box.  The drop-downs allow the user to display city lollipops based on the “attributes” of the city.  The list-box allows the user to jump directly to a city’s location on the map.
Clicking on the Population drop-down allows the user to restrict which cities are displayed on the map based on their population.  For instance, selecting ‘500k – 699k’ tells the application to restrict display to cities with populations between 500,000 and 699,000 people.

Try it and see which cities match.
Clicking the Structure drop-down allows the user to choose cities to display based on their structure.  Options include: Commission, Council-Manager, and Mayor-Council.  The (W) label specifies a “Weak Mayor-Council” city while the (S) label specifies a “Strong Mayor-Council” city.
Clicking the Elected drop-down allows the user to view cities based on whether their elections are At-large, District based, or Mixed.
The Has Limits drop-down can be used to hide or display cities based on whether they have term limits or not.
The Adopted and Amended drop-downs allow the user to restrict display of cities based on when their term limit laws/regulations were originally adopted and also last amended.  Both drop-downs are decade based.
The Council Size drop-down allows the user to restrict display of cities based on the number of members the city has on its city council.

The Staggered drop-down can be used to hide or show cities based on whether their elections are staggered or not.

The City list-box allows the user to jump to specific city locations on the map instantly.  It will also place detailed information for the city into the Info Panel.

Menus

To exit the program, chose the "Exit" item from the "File" menu, or click the red X in the upper right hand corner of the window.
To save a picture of the current map display, select "Save Snapshot" from the "File" menu and then use the system file dialog to locate and name the picture file.  The windows BMP file format is used for pictures saved with "Save Snapshot".
The current map display can also be printed by selecting the "Print" menu item from the "File" menu.
To change which types of term limits (or term lengths) are visible on the map display, choose one of the options in the "Display" menu.  For each city you can display: The Mayor’s total terms, Mayor’s consecutive terms, the Mayor’s term lengths, total terms for City Council members, consecutive terms for City Council members, City Council member term lengths, and finally any ‘maximum year’ restrictions for political officials in each city. 

A lollipop with the ‘U’ symbol on it implies ‘Unlimited’ numbers of terms or term lengths.

To reset the Query Panel to its default state select ‘Reset Query’ in the Query menu.  The default query puts no restrictions on what will be displayed and, as a result, shows all cities in the study on the map display.

To hide any panel (Info or Query) click the white 'x' in the upper right-hand corner of the panel.  To re-display the panel, select the appropriate item in the "Panel" menu in the menu bar.

For example, close the Query Panel by selecting the white 'x' in its upper right corner.  Re-open it by selecting "Show Query Panel" from the "Panel" menu in the menu bar.

To open the About Panel and get a quick mouse input reference guide, select "About" from the "Help" menu on the menu bar.  To close the About Panel, select 'Ok'.
That covers all of the major features of the interface of Termview 1.0.
