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Introduction  

Frontier Fiesta, a UH tradition since 1940, is 
a diverse display of talent, spirit and pride within the 
Greater Houston community which serves to raise 
money for scholarships. Every year a piece of our 
campus is transformed into a fully functional town 
called ñFiesta Cityò. This event is open to the Uni-
versity of Houston students, staff, faculty, alumni as 
well as the greater Houston community and beyond. 

 

 The major components of Frontier Fiesta 
have included scholarships, Broadway-style variety 
shows, carnival booths, cultural and educational per-
formances, living historical exhibits, concerts, Family 
Fun Day/Little Wrangler Day, and a newly state-
sanctioned cook-off competition. 

 

The Road to Fiesta City was written to ex-
plain Frontier Fiesta, detail all of the ways to partici-
pate and ñMake Your Markò in one of the greatest 
traditions of the University of Houston.  While Fron-
tier Fiestaôs foundation lies within the campus and 
population of the University of Houston, the scope of 
its impact reaches far beyond the communities of 
Houston.   

 

The Road to Fiesta City is not meant to dic-
tate you or your organizationôs involvement, but to 
provide you with guidelines and suggestions for par-
ticipation.  The material in this handbook is drawn 
from the ideas of past participants but you do not 
have to limit yourselves to just these ideas. Check 

out our other publications for more details.   

 



Frontier Fiesta: Make Your Mark  

March 22 -24, 2012 @ Robertson Stadium | www.uh.edu/fiesta 3 

The History of Frontier Fiesta  

 In 1940, a group of students started an annual 

tradition known as Frontier Fiesta which had variety 

shows and concession stands produced by students and 

was intended to bring together University of Houston stu-

dents and the Houston community. Broadway-style shows 

produced by UH student organizations are patterned after 

famous Broadway hits or original concepts which usually 

have 6 to 8 acts with music and high-powered choreo-

graphed routines. The shows are judged in several areas 

including best costumes, best front, and most creative 

concept.  The award for best overall show is the ñJoe 

Koppel Awardò ïnamed for the second chairman of Fron-

tier Fiesta in 1941, who later lost his life training during 

World War II.   

 The tradition grew tremendously over the next 

few years and became hugely popular. Hollywood stars 

such as Humphrey Bogart, James Garner, Anne Bax-

ter, Kenny Rogers, and Patsy Swayze were attracted to 

the annual event and UH alumnus and past staff member 

Jack Valenti dubbed it, "The Greatest College Show on 

Earth!" 

 The annual tradition became too large and the 

event was having a considerable impact academically for 

the students involved. Due to this, Frontier Fiesta was 

discontinued after the Frontier Fiesta of 1959. 

 In 1991, a group of students, alumni and the Ath-

letics Department worked to bring back the tradition of 

Frontier Fiesta, and to this day it is again an annual tradi-

tion at the University of Houston. After the revival of Fron-

tier Fiesta in 1992, concerts were added to cap off each 

night at Frontier Fiesta. Each year the Fiesta Committee 

is given a significant budget and asked to bring in talent 

that will be widely accepted and well liked. The revival 

also brought the addition of the Cook-Off competition. 

There is only one 

way to describe 

the cook-off--

World Class!  

Teams from all 

over the state con-

verge on Fiesta 

City to compete 

for the coveted ñAll

-Around Champi-

onò award as well 

as cash prizes. 

 

The First Era  

The first Frontier Fiesta May 1-3, 1940 was creat-
ed from an idea in the depths of the minds of five stu-
dents, ran in conjunction with the Annual High School Re-
ception. A replica Western town from the 1880's was built 
for a crowd of 5,000 over three nights. Attractions included 
Casino Revue, Pioneer Palace, Scoggins Scanties, Judge 
Roy Beanôs Court, Latin-America, Bank of Roaring Camp, 
Singapore Spider, General Store and Mme. Zola. . The 
beard growing contest was initiated in which the winner 
got a portable radio. The second Fiesta under Joe Kop-
pelôs charge was from May 7-9, 1941 located at the south 
end of the football field with an attendance of 8,000 peo-
ple. 

Due to the United Statesô involvement in World 
War II, Frontier Fiesta was officially suspended December 
7, 1941-Pearl Harbor Day. Many active-duty UH students, 
including the second Chairman Joe Koppel lost their lives 
during the war. In 1946, war veterans returned to school 
and there was a need felt to bring back the college show. 
A group of aspiring student politicians including Johnny 
Goyen promised the return of Frontier Fiesta if they were 
elected. They had a difficult task of reviving Fiesta with a 
quadrupled enrollment and few Fiesta veterans around. 


