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Alfred “Al” Bennett, JD ▪ UH (Leland Intern 1987) earned his 
undergraduate degree in political science at UH in 1988 and his juris 
doctorate from the University of Texas in 1991. In 1998, Al established the 
Law Offices of Alfred H. Bennett, specializing in complex commercial and 
tort litigation matters. He has also taught as an adjunct professor of law at 
TSU’s Thurgood Marshall School of Law. Al now serves as the judge of the 
61st Civil District Court. 
 
Jamila Boozer, JD ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2003) completed her law 
degree at TSU and has been working as a prosecutor in Galveston since 
2006. 
 
Yadira Castellanos ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2005; CPP Government Intern 
2004) returned to Capitol Hill immediately after the completion of her 
internship to work as a staff assistant in the office of Congresswoman 
Eddie Bernice Johnson.  She is now a legislative aide in Congressman 
Michael Honda’s office. 
 
Amanda Chavez ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2003; CPP Government Intern 
2002 & 2003) worked as a legislative aide for Congressmen Chris Bell and 
Solomon Ortiz after graduation.  She also worked as the governmental 
relations coordinator for Sony, Inc. in DC. She is now in her third year of 
law school at Southern Methodist University.  
 
Charles Collins, JD ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2003) received his juris 
doctorate degree from TSU’s Thurgood Marshall School of Law in 2004. 
Charles is working in the Office of the Texas Attorney General as an 
assistant attorney general in the child support division in Houston. 
 
Deonne Cunningham, JD ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2002; Texas Legislative 
Intern 2001) worked for Congressman Nick Lampson in his district office 
after the completion of her DC internship. Deonne graduated from the 
University of Houston Law School in May 2006, and is now working as an 
attorney. 
 
Kevin Dancy, MPA ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2005) completed his 
undergraduate degree at TSU in 2005 and earned his MPA at the 
University of Houston in 2007. He is a district aide in the office of 
Congressman Al Green. 
 
Jeanette De Los Santos ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2002; CPP Government 
Intern 2001) worked in the Houston office of Congressman Gene Green for 
5 years before joining the office of Council Member James Rodriguez.  
 
John Fairman, JD ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2002) completed his law 
degree at TSU in 2003.  He is a local prosecutor for the Cook County State 
Attorney's Office.   
 
Monica Epps Glover, MPA ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2000) worked on 
Capitol Hill and in the DC area for six years, more recently as the director 
of operations for Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson. Monica 
returned to Houston, and is now the assistant government relations 
manager for the Port of Houston Authority. 
 
Debra Gonzales ▪ UH (CPP Government Intern 2004) ▪ UH started her 
public service career as a district aide for Senator Mario Gallegos, and now 
serves as his legislative director in Austin. 
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Darrin Hall ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2003; CPP Government Intern 2002 & 
2004) worked as a campaign consultant on a city council race and as a 
staffer for Council Members Addie Wiseman and Toni Lawrence. Darrin is 
now a deputy director of governmental affairs for the City of Houston. 

Shannon Harris ▪ UH (Texas Legislative Intern 2003; Leland Intern 
2002; CPP Government Intern 2001) worked as a legislative aide for State 
Representative Jessica Farrar in Houston and Austin.  She has recently 
begun her governmental relations career in Washington for United 
Airlines.  

Catina Haynes ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2003; CPP Government Intern 
2002) graduated with honors from the University of Houston and then 
completed her law degree at South Texas College of Law. Catina is now 
working as an attorney in the Houston office of Fulbright and Jaworski. 
She has been active in organizing reunions for the 2003 Leland interns. 

Teneshia Hudspeth ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2003) received her 
undergraduate degree in communications at TSU in 2004 and has since 
worked as the administrative assistant in the Harris County Clerk’s 
Election Division. Teneshia was recently promoted to a position focusing 
on communications. 

Ilhaam “Illy” Jaffer ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2006; CPP Government 
Intern 2005) worked in the Washington office of Congresswoman Eddie 
Bernice Johnson as a legislative assistant for over 2 years. Illy is now 
pursuing a graduate degree at Johns Hopkins University. 
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Amit Patel & Senator Joseph Lieberman 

Autumn Jodzio ▪ UHD (CPP Government Intern 2008; Outstanding Intern, spring 2008) completed her 
degree at the University of Houston-Downtown in 2008 and is now working as a council aide in the office of 
Council Member Mike Sullivan. 
 
Emily Klein ▪ UH (CPP Government Intern spring & fall 2004; Outstanding Intern, fall 2004) is a district 
aide in the office of Congressman John Culberson. 
 
Amber Moon ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2001; CPP Government Intern 2000 & 2001) worked on Capitol Hill as 
press secretary for Congressmen Ken Bentsen and Emanuel Cleaver for four years before returning to Texas. 
Amber now works in communications for the Texas Democratic Party.  
 
Lesley Nelson ▪ UH (Texas Legislative Intern 2007; CPP Government Intern 2005 & 2006) completed her 
degree at UH and is now working as a legislative aide for Senator Mario Gallegos.  
 
Joey Oliva ▪ UHD (CPP Government Intern 2008) graduated from the University of Houston-Downtown in 
2008, and is now a legislative aide in the office of Representative Jessica Farrar. 
 
Amit Patel ▪ UH (Leland Intern 2004; CPP Government Intern 2003) worked as a legislative aide in the 
Washington office of U.S. Senator Joseph Lieberman for nearly three years. He earned a master’s degree in 
legislative affairs at George Washington University and is now working in governmental affairs for the 
University of Texas. 
 
Robert Quarles ▪ UH (CPP Government Intern 2000 & 2001) worked as a community liaison in the Mayor’s 
Citizens’ Assistance Office and as an aide to Council Member Toni Lawrence. He is now working as the director 
of Mayor Bill White's Residential Energy Program. 
 
Yohannes Tsehai, JD ▪ TSU (Leland Intern 2001) graduated from TSU in 2001 and then earned his law 
degree at Harvard University. While working for an international firm in New York City, Yohannes realized that 
he missed life on Capitol Hill. Yohannes now serves as senior counsel and deputy chief of staff for 
Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee. 
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