
Marchȱ23,ȱ2020ȱ

McGovernȱCollegeȱstudents:ȱ

Todayȱweȱhadȱourȱfirstȱdayȱofȱremoteȱinstructionȱandȱthusȱenteredȱourȱ“newȱworld’—
temporary,ȱbutȱaȱnewȱworldȱnevertheless.ȱYourȱfacultyȱhaveȱpreparedȱhardȱtoȱdeliverȱtheȱ
instructionȱyouȱneed.ȱNoȱsolutionȱwillȱbeȱperfect—andȱweȱveryȱmuchȱunderstandȱthatȱthisȱisȱanȱ
imperfectȱsituation—butȱweȱareȱfindingȱtemporaryȱsolutionsȱthatȱwillȱallowȱusȱtoȱcontinueȱtoȱ
deliverȱtheȱeducationȱthatȱyou’veȱcomeȱtoȱtheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱtoȱreceive.ȱ

Iȱhaveȱnotȱheardȱofȱsignificantȱchallengesȱtodayȱthatȱweȱhaveȱnotȱbeenȱableȱtoȱovercome.ȱIȱthinkȱ
thisȱspeaksȱtoȱtheȱintensityȱandȱtheȱthoroughnessȱofȱourȱplanningȱlastȱweek,ȱandȱespeciallyȱtheȱ
planningȱonȱtheȱpartȱofȱourȱfaculty.ȱ

TheȱUniversityȱofȱHoustonȱcontinuesȱtoȱpublishȱinformationȱtoȱaddressȱtheȱcrisisȱandȱtryȱtoȱeaseȱ
theȱburdenȱonȱstudents.ȱIȱwillȱcallȱyourȱattentionȱtoȱtheȱmostȱrecentȱofȱtheseȱ(fromȱthisȱweekend)ȱ
below.ȱFirstȱIȱwillȱremindȱyouȱtoȱfollowȱ@UHoustonȱonȱTwitterȱandȱ@universityofhoustonȱonȱ
Instagram,ȱifȱyouȱaren’tȱalreadyȱfollowing.ȱTheȱfeedsȱareȱveryȱinformativeȱandȱthereȱareȱanswersȱ
toȱnumerousȱquestionsȱbeingȱpostedȱthere.ȱȱ

Aȱfewȱofȱtheȱmostȱrelevantȱupdatesȱfromȱthisȱweekendȱfollowȱbelow—allȱofȱthemȱfromȱ
@UHoustonȱonȱTwitter.ȱNoteȱthatȱmanyȱofȱtheseȱaddressȱquestionsȱthatȱyouȱsentȱmeȱlastȱweekȱ
andȱthatȱweȱhaveȱbeenȱdiscussingȱatȱallȱlevelsȱofȱtheȱadministration:ȱ

Parkingȱrefunds:ȱ

ȱ
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3/20/20,ȱ7:05ȱPMȱ

ParkingȱandȱTransportationȱServicesȱwillȱbeȱissuingȱpartialȱrefundsȱtoȱallȱstudentsȱwhoȱhaveȱ
aȱcurrentȱUHȱparkingȱpermitȱtoȱcoverȱtheȱperiodȱfromȱMarchȱ16ȱȬȱMayȱ31,ȱ2020,ȱduringȱ
whichȱclassesȱareȱnotȱbeingȱheldȱonȱcampus.ȱMoreȱinfo:ȱuh.edu/afȬuniversityȬ…ȱ
pic.twitter.com/VDf7EPXQIfȱ



Housingȱrefunds:ȱ

ȱ

3/20/20,ȱ7:05ȱPMȱ

Studentȱhousingȱwillȱremainȱopen.ȱResidentialȱLifeȱeventsȱareȱcanceledȱthroughȱtheȱendȱofȱ
April.ȱStudentsȱwhoȱchooseȱtoȱmoveȱoutȱofȱtheirȱUHȱresidentialȱfacility,ȱareȱeligibleȱforȱaȱ
refundȱofȱproratedȱrentȱtoȱtheirȱfeeȱbill.ȱpic.twitter.com/no7Sws3oOYȱ

�

Mealȱplanȱrefunds:ȱ

ȱ

3/20/20,ȱ7:05ȱPMȱ

UHȱAuxiliaryȱServicesȱwouldȱlikeȱtoȱextendȱtoȱyouȱtheȱopportunityȱtoȱobtainȱaȱrefundȱonȱ
yourȱmealȱplanȱforȱtheȱremainderȱofȱthisȱsemester.ȱFollowȱtheȱstepsȱoutlinedȱbelowȱifȱyou’dȱ
likeȱtoȱcancelȱyourȱmealȱplan.ȱpic.twitter.com/NodMlJJx3Dȱ

�

Thereȱareȱasȱwellȱnumerousȱquestionsȱaboutȱcourseȱandȱlabȱfees,ȱasȱwellȱasȱevenȱmoreȱquestionsȱ
aboutȱtuitionȱpayments.ȱAtȱthisȱtimeȱtuitionȱisȱnotȱbeingȱwaivedȱorȱrefunded,ȱasȱinstructionȱisȱ
continuingȱandȱweȱwillȱgrantȱcreditȱforȱtheȱcoursesȱinȱwhichȱyouȱareȱenrolled.ȱHoweverȱIȱcanȱ
tellȱyouȱthatȱallȱofȱtheseȱquestionsȱareȱinȱdiscussionȱatȱtheȱhighestȱlevelsȱofȱtheȱadministration,ȱ
andȱtheȱuniversityȱisȱconsideringȱallȱoptions.ȱIȱwillȱcommunicateȱmoreȱinformationȱasȱitȱ
becomesȱavailable.ȱȱ

Weȱareȱalsoȱmakingȱeveryȱeffortȱtoȱaddressȱissuesȱsurroundingȱequityȱandȱfairnessȱinȱgradingȱ
andȱgradingȱsystems.ȱIȱwillȱcommunicateȱmoreȱaboutȱtheseȱissuesȱasȱinformationȱbecomesȱ
available.ȱ

Iȱhaveȱcontinuedȱtoȱreceiveȱreportsȱofȱinternationalȱstudentsȱfacingȱdifficultȱdecisionsȱonȱ
whetherȱtoȱreturnȱhome.ȱIȱwillȱagainȱcautionȱyouȱtoȱpleaseȱconsultȱwithȱtheȱInternationalȱ
StudentȱandȱScholarȱServicesȱOfficeȱ(ISSSO)ȱbeforeȱmakingȱdecisions.ȱThereȱareȱnumerousȱ
ramificationsȱtoȱdecisionsȱeitherȱtoȱremainȱinȱHoustonȱorȱtoȱreturnȱhome;ȱmanyȱofȱtheseȱ
ramificationsȱwillȱdifferȱaccordingȱtoȱindividualȱsituations.ȱ



PleaseȱknowȱthatȱweȱareȱcontinuingȱtoȱlistenȱtoȱyourȱconcernsȱandȱthatȱIȱwillȱcontinueȱtoȱanswerȱ
yourȱquestions—understandingȱthatȱnewȱquestionsȱwillȱprobablyȱariseȱasȱweȱmoveȱintoȱthisȱ
newȱphaseȱofȱremoteȱinstruction.ȱIȱappreciateȱallȱtheȱreportsȱIȱamȱgettingȱofȱstudentsȱactivelyȱ
engagedȱinȱinstructionȱwithȱtheirȱfacultyȱmembersȱinȱnew,ȱalternativeȱformatȱ(oftenȱbyȱ
videoconference!).ȱEveryoneȱhasȱbeenȱextraordinarilyȱflexibleȱandȱaccommodatingȱduringȱtheseȱ
extraordinaryȱtimes.ȱ

Bestȱwishesȱandȱseeȱyouȱtomorrow.ȱ
ȱ
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AndrewȱDavisȱ
DeanȱandȱProfessorȱofȱMusicȱ
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