
Michelle Belco 
230 Plantation Road 

Houston, Texas 77024 
(713) 468-2811 

mbelco@uh.edu 
 

EDUCATION 
Ph.D. University of Houston, May 2013  
   

Fields of Study: American Institutions, Policy, and Public Law  
 
Dissertation Title: Unilateral Orders and the Legislative Process  
 

M.A., University of Houston (Political Science), 2010   
 
Doctor of Jurisprudence, South Texas College of Law, 1996, Licensed in Texas, 1997to present   
 
Post-Graduate Study, Pennsylvania State University (Fine Arts and Art History), 1973-1975 
 
B.S., Western Michigan University (Industrial Engineering and Fine Arts), 1973 
 
AREAS OF SPECIALIZATION 
American Institutions: Presidency and the Executive Branch, Congress, and Bureaucracy 
 
Policy: Administrative and Legislative Policy Processes, Regulatory Design and Implementation; Policy Areas 
Include Energy and Environment, Immigration, and Trade  
 
Public Law: Constitutional Law, Administrative Law, Judicial Review  
 
PUBLICATIONS 
Belco, Michelle and Brandon Rottinghaus, “In Lieu of Legislation:  Executive Unilateral Preemption or Support 
During the Legislative Process,” Political Research Quarterly, Forthcoming 2014 
 
Belco, Michelle, “Teaching the Presidency: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Election, Presidents & 
Executive Politics (PEP) Report, Section of the American Political Science Association, Fall 2012. 
 
Belco, Michelle and Brandon Rottinghaus, Unilateral Orders in a Separated and Shared Power System, Book Manuscript 
Under Review, Cambridge University Press, March 2014 (R&R)  
 
Belco, Michelle and Brandon Rottinghaus, “Presidential Proclamation 6920: Using Executive Power to Set a 
New Direction for the Management of National Monuments,” Presidential Studies Quarterly, Volume 39, No. 3, 
September 2009, 605-618 
 
Rigby, Elizabeth and Michelle Belco, “Providing Public Goods: Alternative Policy Approaches,” in Kent Tedin 
(Ed.), The People and American Government, Volume II. 2009, New York: Pearson Custom Publishing  
 
WORK IN PROGRESS 
“Presidential Unilateral Orders as a Policymaking Tool,” Invited to Submit, Encyclopedia of Public Administration and 
Policy 
 
Book Manuscript:  Unilateral Orders as a Legislative Policymaking Tool     

 
“Surviving Change: The Durability of the President’s Administrative Policy”   

   
“Using Presidential Directives to Control the Bureaucracy”   
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