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College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Graduate ExiSurvey, 2011

Introduction

135College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciencadtnts participated in the 20Graduate Student Exit Survelhis is the third year

that graduate students have been surveleeie were a totaf 31 questions in which students rated their satisfaction with various
aspects of their educational experience, indicated their financial awards and contributions, described their future ptanisiegh
observations and recommendations. This reportpresenit hose findings including comments

Changes to this Yeards Survey

A number of changes were made to the exit survey betwe
mind when comparing past data with whapears in this report.

In previous years, students have completed the survey in paper format as part of Commencement activities each May as v
as online for those who were not attending Commencement. This year the process has been moved cordjetelihemew on
line format enables the college to have more control over the survey questions and reports, and, perhaps more inparsahity, al
college to survey graduating students each semester instead of only each May. This report rgraeésgattudents who applied
to graduate in Spring and Summer 2011. Future reports will follow the academic year and include Fall, Spring and Summer
semesters.

The college was initially concerned that a move to a completelyerfiormat would mean a drop the response rate. In
past years, the response ratetfar survey has heved around 50%. This year,%4%f thegraduate students who were invited to
participate did so. Since the college was able to survey in both Spring and Summer, however, thefratotsatts rose96
respondedn 2010 and 13t 2011. The numbers and response rates should increase as the college includes Fall Coemtnande
builds participation fothe newortline format.

With the move to an cfline format, students were also radikely to respond to the opemmded questions and also for
those answers to be lengthi8amples of those comments areluded in this report although full results are only reported to
individual departments.

For the first time, students havebeeb | e t o choose a neutral option, fAneith
resulted in lowering the number of students responding in both the positive and negative.

The 2011Survey Report also includes a new departnettie College of LibetaArts and Social Sciences: Health and
Human Performance, which was formerlytpaf the College of Education.

Highlights of Findings

Confidence in academic and professional preparatiorStudents weréhe mostpositive about tis aspect of their educati: 49% of
students strongly agreed that their skills were competititte tivose of their peers (page 27), an@#&rongly agreed that they had
acquired sufficient skills to prepare them fqoragramrelated career (page 28

Graduate faculty: The repondents assigned tBecondargest percent of the top rating to the overall quality of the gitadaculty

in their program. 4% of graduates rated them as excellent (padk 45% of respondents also strongly agreed that their thesjetipr
advisingwas satisfactorgpage 19). Also, facultwere most frequently mentioned in response to the programs, services, and people
who assisted students in reaching their academic goals in theenged items (page 49).

Future plans: 44% of respondents had seed employment in a position directly related to their discipline at the time of this survey
(pagel@ll). This is up from 40% in 2010 and 34% in 2009. In particular, more than 80% of Communication Science & Disorder
graduates were employed and tthirds d those in Psychology were as wéllen though a number of respondents were earning
terminal degrees, 15% of respondents were continuing on to graduate school. This number has remained relativelystaticemver t
years the college has been surveygraduate students (13% in 2009 and 15% in 2010).

Funding: 41% of graduates reported receiviagrraduate teaching assistantdbip4 or more semesters making this the largest source
of long term funding. This was closely followed t®lowship, scholarsps or grant awards (38 for 4 or more semesters) aneed
based financial aid/ loans (Bvfor 4 or more semesters) (pa@8s39). Graduate students frequently received multiple sources of
funding throughout their graduate careers and not all departimardgthe same funding opportunities. Summary charts for each
department are availbb(pages 4017).
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Lower satisfaction: As with previous yeargespondents had the lowest satisfaction with a number of professional preparation
guestions. Students were less positive about being prefoapetlish their researdh professional publication®nly 20% stiongly
agreedhat they were preparggage 2) and how tqresent research at a professional conference or meeting (8algt&hgly
agreed; page 22).

Notes on Methods

The survey contains a number of sections: descriptive information, scale items, funding questions,-endezpgems.
Much of the findings have been presented question by question and disaggregated by department where appropriate.

Students were firsisked what degree they expected to receive and from which academic department they would receive th:
degree. The size of each program and the number of respondents varied widely from department to department. Some program or
had three or four studentdw were surveyed. While this led to small samplings for some of the departmental results, even a small
number of opinions in a small program have considerable meaning. These numbers may have even more significance when tracke
over time.

Questions 1 and asked graduate students about their future plans. The questions had 7 and 10 possible answers,
respectively, including the choice of fAothero which asked
respondent s c howwitgen iespdnbes ayedeeb given verlbaem as part of the analysis of these two questions.

Studentsd opinions about a number of topics wedleitherasses:
Agree nor Disagred)isagree, o Strongly dsagree) with the followingtatements:

3. The academic degree requirements for my program were explained clearly.

4. The academic requirements in my program set high expectations for student performance.

5. The courses in my program were offered freglyeenough for timely completion of the degree requirements.
6. | am satisfied with the content knowledge that | acquired in my discipline.

7. | have a thorough understanding of the research methodology in my discipline.

8. The thesis/project advisingeceived was satisfactory.

9. My program kept me welhformed of recent research developments in my discipline.

10. The preparation | received included how to publish my research in professional publications.

11. The preparation | received included presenting my research at professional conferences or meetings.
12. The preparation | received included preparation for working in aeeching position in my field.

As a result of my degree program at the Uniigrsf Houston:

13. I developed a mastery of my chosen discipline.

14. My skills are competitive with those of my peers.

15. I acquired sufficient skills to prepare me for my progiatated career.
16. I would recommend UH to prospective graduateestiglin my major field.
17. I have an overall positive impression about gradieatel studies.

Students were also asked to rate the overall quality of a number of various components of their graduate program n a scale o
excellent, good, fair and poor:

18. Instruction in graduate classes

19. Graduate faculty in program

20. Faculty advisers in pgram

21. Administrative support in program

22, Coll ege Deands Office

Respondents who chose AN/ A" to these s c adferdercentagemfserthate r e
item. Because of rounding, percentages may not add upQo 1
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The survey also asked students to provide information about the financial awards and contributions they received during th
graduate career. For each type of funding, students indicated the approximaier of semesters-@ 10 or morepr none) for
which they received each of the following types of support:

23. Graduate research assistantship award

24. Graduate teaching assistantship award

25. Fellowship, scholarship, or grant award

26. Needbased financial aid/ loans

27. Financial contribtion from external employment

28. Financial contribution from parents or family members

Since many students received more than one type of funding throughout their graduate career, the various charts and table
for this section displagll the results tquestions 228 disaggregated by department. This makes it more clear how students from
each department received funding.

There were also thrempenended questions to which students were asked to respond:
29. The overall quality of my graduagxperience can be described as follows:
30. What specific people, programs, or services assisted you in achieving your academic goals?

31.1 would like to see the following improvements in graduate education at the University of Houston:

Over 0 studentsesponded to each of these mpis. A sample of thenesponses has been given, again disaggregated by
departmentfull verbatim comments have been given to each department individually.
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Summary of Graduate Students Surveyed
The CLASS Graduate StudertiESurvey collected data from 135udents who expected to graduat¢he Spring and Summer of
2011 The following table summarizes what department and which degree these students expected to earn, disaggregated by seme
and department.

Summary Tal# 1: For those surveyed, expectedrées for Spring and Summer 20hICLASS

Spring Graduates

Department MA MEDd MFA MM MPA MS PhD DMA EdD Total
Degrees

Art 6 6
goDr?snS:J;::ltlon Science 14 14
Communications 3 3
Economics 3 2 5
English 6 5 3 14
ana e s L
Hispanic Studies 1

History 8 2 10
Music 11 1 12
Philosophy 4 4
Political Science 1 2 3
Psychology 3 13 16
Public Administration 2 2
Sociology 6 6
Theatre 1 8 9
All 51 2 19 11 2 3 23 1 1 113

Summer Graduates

Department MA MM MS PhD Total
Degrees

Communication Science 5 5
& Disorders
Communications 2 2
Economics 5 1 6
Health &Human

1 1
Performance
Hispanic Studies 2 2
Music 3 3
Political Science 1 1
Psychology 5 5
All 12 3 1 6 22

These numbers can be compared to the actual number of degrees granted for Springraard28litim CLASS which appear in
Summary Table 2.
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Summary Table 2: Actual degreesiugted for Spring and Summer 20bICLASS

Spring 2011 Graduates

Department MA MEd MFA MM MS PhD DMA Total
Degrees
Anthropology 1 1
Art 10 10
CommunicatiorScience
& Disorders £l &l
Communications 5 5
Economics 7 3 10
English 14 14 5 33
Health & Human 16 1 17
Performance
Hispanic Studies 4 1 5
History 12 4 16
Music 27 2 29
Philosophy 7 7
Political Science 8 3 11
Psychology 6 14 20
Public Administration 6
Sociology 9 9
Theatre 15 15
All 104 16 39 27 1 30 2 225
Summer2011Graduates

Total

Department MA MEd MFA MM MS PhD DMA
Degrees

Communication Science > 2
& Disorders
Communications 2 2
Economics 30 2 32
Health & Human 1 1 5 4
Performance
Music 9 1 10
Philosophy 1 1
Political Science 2 2
Psychology 4 10 14
Public Administration 1
Sociology 1 1
Theatre 1 1 2
All 43 1 1 9 1 14 1 71

With 135 respondents to the survey compared to 296 who actually earned degrees, 46% of those who graduated responded to the
survey. This value is approximagice it assumes that all the respondents did indeed earn their expected degree. For 2009, 48%
responded and in 2010, 43% responded.
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Posti Degree Employment Status

Question lasks students which of the following best describes theirqeggee employment status:

| have secured employment in a position directly related to a degree in my discipline;
| have secured employment but not in a position related to my discipline;

| am currently seeking employment in my discipline;

| am currently seeking employment outside my discipline;

| am selfemployed; and

| am continuing my graduate education.

Respondents could also answer fot Hedr o

and wer e

Chart 1: For quegin 1, percents all respondents

asked

Which of the following best describes your postiegree
employment options?: all respondents

Other

| have secured
employment, b
NOT in a position
directly related to
my discipline
4%

15%

4% | am continuing my
graduate education.

| am currently

seeking
employment
outside my
discipline.
4%

t

(0]

sp

e The most frequent response was those who had secured employment in their discipline. This number has steadily risen ov
the years that the college has been asking graduate students: 34%; (@008 2010and 44% this year.

e The percent of students continuing their graduate education has hovered around 15% from 2009 to the present. Many of tt

departments where no students were continuing their graduate education were departments wrene & masti s

degree.

a

t el

e The responses varied widely from department to department. Table 1 below gives the results disaggregated by departmen
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Table 1 For question 1, all respoes, disaggregated by department

| have h
secured | have
I am I am secured
lam employment
N currently currently ) o employment,
continuing X X in a position )
seeking seeking . but NOT in a Total
Department my directly " Other
employment employment position (N)
graduate : ) related to a )
i in my outside my . directly
education. L S degree in
discipline. discipline. m related to my
My, discipline
discipline
All 14.8% 28.9% 3. 44.5% 4.4% 3.™% 135
Art 50% 50% 6
CpmmunlcatlorSmence & 18.9% 81 %% 16
Disorders
Communications 60% 20% 20% 5
Economics 18.2%0 9.1% 63.6% 9.1% 11
English 14.3% 50% 21.4% 7.1% 7.1% 14
Health & Human Performance 33.3% 44.5% 22 2% 9
Hispanic Studies 100% 3
History 20% 40% 10% 20% 10% 10
Music 20% 20% 46.70 6.7% 6.7% 15
Philosophy 25% 25% 25% 25% 4
Political Science 25% 50% 25% 4
Psychology 14.3% 1% 66.79%6 21
Public Administration 50% 50% 2
Sociology 33.3% 16.%% 33.3% 16.7% 6
Theatre 11.1% 33.3% 55.6% 9

e Overall, 49% of students had secured employment in or out of their discipline. 50% or more of the graduates in 5
departments had already secured a job in their disciglioeimunication Science & Disorders, Psychology, Economics,

Theatre, and Art.

e Very fewstudents had secured or were seeking employment outside their discipline.

6 students answerdé t h andwdote in comments

Artist. (Art)

2011 Graduate Exit Survey Report

| am already employedCommunication)
| have secured pattime employment in a degree related to my discipline (adjunc(iggylish)
Seeking employment both inside and out of desciiiigtory)
| have secured a job teaching music while pursuing an operatic cghesic)
| am not seekingmployment at this timéSociology)

They have

been

gi ven
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Status Upon Completion of Graduate Studies

Question 2asks students which one of the following best describes their status or intended status upon completion of their graduate
studies:

tenuretrack faculty position;

nontenure track faculty position;

other teaching position (e.g. high school);

postgraduate researcher, fellow, or associate;

internship;

researcher, academic setting;

researcher, neacademic setting (e.g. nationabtaatory, industry, medical center, nprofit);
professional position in industry;

and undecided.

Again, students could answer fAotherod and were asked to spe

Chart 2: For question, dercents of all respondents

Which one of the following best describes your status or intended
status upon completion of your graduate studies?: all respondents

Researcher, nen
academic setting
4%

Researcher,
academic setting’
1%

. Undecided
Internship ‘ 11%

3%

Postgraduate
researcher, fellow
or associate

7%
Non-tenure track
faculty position
5%
. Professional position imdustry continues to be the most frequent respd&% of those surveyed in 2010 also responded

professional position in industry.

. Tenuretrack faculty position was the second most frequent response and the number of respbrdsitig tis answer
has continued to drop from 25% in 2009 and 16% in 2013% this year.

. The responses varied widely from program to program so results have been disaggregated by department in Table 2 bel
There are also verbatim comments fronrd§pondents.
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Table 2:For question 2, all responses disaggregated by department

Tenure Non- Post Researcher Profession
tenure Other graduate Researcher
track . Intern . non- -al Un- Total
Department facult track teaching researcher, -shi academic academic osition in  decided Other (N)
utty faculty position fellow or P setting ) P
position o . setting industry
pOSItIOﬂ associate
All 14.9% 5.2% 11.9% 6.7% 3% 0.7 4.5% 35.1% 11.2%  6.% 134
Art 16.%6 16.7%0 16.7%0 16.7%0 33.% 6
GO 6.3% 6.3% 68.9% 6% 12.9% 16
Science &Disorders
Communications 50% 50% 4
Economics 27.3% 9.1% 45.5% 18.%% 11
English 7.1% 28.60% 7.1% 7.1% 7.1% 28.66 14.3% 14
Health & Human 8 T
Performance 22.%% 11.1% 11.1% 55.6% 9
Hispanic Studies 33.3 333 33.3% 3
History 30% 50% 10% 10% 10
Music 13.3% 26.%% 13.3% 40% 6.7% 15
Philosophy 25% 25% 50%
Political Science 2504 250 25% 250
Psychology 14.3% 33.3% 4.8% 4.8% 28.8% 9.5% 48% 21
Public
Administration 100% 2
Sociology 50% 16.7%%6 16.7%%6 16.7%6
Theatre 11.1% 11.1% 11.1% 66.70
10 students answered Aotherodo and wrote in comments. They h
e Teaching, and making a¢Art)
e Artist. (Art)
e Clinical Fellowship Speech Language Pathologist positi@@mmunication Science & Disordérs
e Clinical Fellowship.(Communication Science & Disordgrs
e  Writing. (English)
e Bookseller(English)
e Considering the job market, open toygpositions relatedo my field (History)
e Apprenticeship with operacomparfg n s wer ed #fMugsicy er nshi po
e Continte working towards the completion of my PhD dedRditical Science
e Postgraduate clinical position(Psychology)
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Summary of Ratings for Academic andProfessional Preparation

Summary Chart 1 gives the percentage of those who gave the topsttingly agree, for questions 3 through $2mmary Table 1,
which follows the chart, shows all the responses to each question. This chart and table shateaggmEmnses across the College of
Liberal Arts and Social Sciences. Differences by major are examined for each question in the pages that follow this summary.

Summary Chart 3For questions-32, percents of all respondents whamsh the most favorablesponse

Summary: Percent of All Students who Strongly Agree

100%
80%
60%
45%
43%
39% 39% 40% ’ 41%
40%
30% 28% 31%
20%
0% } } } } } } : : :
degree requirements courses  satisfaction thorough thesis/projecivell-informed preparedto preparedto prepared for
requirements set high offered for with contentunderstanding advising of recent publish present nonteaching
explained expectations timely knowledge of research satisfactory research research research position
clearly completion methodology

e Students werpositive about their experience in CLASSudents were most positive about their thesis/project advising
closely followed by their satisfaction with a thorough understanding of research methodology in their discipline.

e Studentsvere least positive about feeling prepared to publish research in professional publications.

e Pl ease not e, this is the first t hat

were fewer positive or negativegponsethan past years.

year

e All responses can be found on Summary Table 3 below.
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Summary Table :3Questions 3.2, all responses for aspects of academic apfggsional preparation in CLASS

Degree COUrses  satisfaction thorough well- repared- prepared- prepared
g Requirements offered ) gn these/project . prep prep - non-
requirements . with understanding e informed how to how to .
. set high frequently advising . teaching
explained . . content of research . of recent  publish present "
expectations  for timely satisfactory position
clearly ; knowledge  methodology research research research o
completion in field
Sggpge'y 39.1% 39.1% 29.9% 39.9% 43.%% 45.1% 41.2% 20% 28.%% 30.9%
Agree 38.3% 38.3% 41.2% 42.1% 42.8% 35.% 33.6%0 27.8% 41.3% 32.8%
Neither
ar?(;fe 7.5% 7.5% 13.%% %% 9.3% 12.8% 10.%%6 20% 11% 14.8%
disagree
Disagree 11.3% 12% 13.7%0 5.3% 3.1% 4.8% 9.2% 20.% 12.8% 13.¢
ﬁit;g';?g; 3.8% 3% 1.5% 3.8% 1.6% 2.% 5.3% 11.3% 6.4% 8.6%
Total 133 133 131 133 129 113 131 115 109 128
(N)

2011 Graduate Exit Survey Report

For questions 3 to 1&tudents felt positive about the academic and professional preparation that they received in their
departments, especiallyhen looking athosewho answered positivelyyho answered strongly agree and agé&8s of
students strongly agreed or agreed/thad a thorough understanding of research methodology in their discipline.

Questions 10, 11, and 12 remain the lowest and also had relatively large numbers who neither agreed nor disagreed. Thes
items also had slightly lower response rates.

Pl ease note, this is the first year that studenthere wer e
were fewer positive or negative responses.

In thefollowing pages, each questibas been taken individually and disaggregaiedepartment.
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Degree Requirements Explained Clearly

Question 3asks students to respond to whether the academic degree requirements for theiryweograxplained clearly. Chart 3
displays the percentage of those who strongly agreedgiisgated bylepartment. Table $hows all responses.

Chart 3. Question 3, percentage who strongly agreed, disaggregated by dapartm

The academic degree requirements for my program were explained clearly:

strongly agree
gy ag 100%

100% 88%

Table 3: All responses for question 3, disaggregated by department

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total

Department Agree agree nor  Disagree .
agree disagree disagree (N)

All 39.1% 38.3% 7.5% 11.3% 3.8% 133
Art 50% 16.706 33.3% 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 87.%% 12.5% 16
Communications 50% 25% 25% 4
Economics 27.3% 54.5% 9.1% 9.1% 11
English 50% 28.6% 7.1% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 22.% 44.5% 33.3% 9
Hispanic Studies 33.3% 33.3% 33.3% 3
History 50% 40% 10% 10
Music 40% 53.% 6.7% 15
Philosophy 50% 25% 25% 4
Political Science 75% 25% 4
Psychology 20% 55% 15% 5% 5% 20
Public Administration 100% 2
Sociology 33.3% 33.3% 16.™% 16.7%6 6
Theatre 22.% 22.2% 22.% 11.1% 22.2% 9

e Across all departments, 77% strongly agreed or agreed.
e 100% of Communication Science & Disordarsd Public Administration students strongly agreedgreed.
e 5respondents strongly disagreed
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High Expectations of Student Performance
Question 6 asked graduates if the academic requirements in their program set high expectations for student performance.

Chart 4. Question 4, percentage who strorgjsed, disaggregated by department

The academic requirements in my program set high expectations for student
erformance: strongly agree
p gly ag 100%
100% 88%
90%
80%
70%
60% 50% 50% 50% 50%
50% -
40% - ET7 33%
30% - 18% 22% 0 2904
20% -
1
0% — T T T T T T T T T T T
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Table 4:All responses for question 3, disaggregated by department
Neither
Department Strongly Agree agree nor  Disagree S_trongly Total
agree di disagree (N)
isagree
All 39.1% 38.2% 7.5% 12% 3% 133
Art 50% 16.%6 33.% 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 87.%% 12.5% 16
Communications 50% 25% 25% 4
Economics 18.2% 54.5% 9.1% 18.2% 11
English 50% 28.6% 7.1% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 22.2% 44 5% 33.I 9
Hispanic Studies 33. 33. 33. 3
History 50% 40% 10% 10
Music 40% 53.¢ 6.7% 15
Philosophy 50% 25% 25% 4
Political Science 75% 25% 4
Psychology 25% 55% 10% 5% 5% 20
Public Administration 100% 2
Sociology 33.M 33.3% 16.7%6 16.7®06 6
Theatre 22.2% 22.%% 22.2% 11.1% 22.2% 9

e Again, 100% of Communication Science & Disorders and Public Administration students strongly agreed or agreed that the
academic requirements set high expectations for student performance.

e 15 students commented in response to the-epeled questions @hthey had expected or wanted their program and/ or
professors to be more demanding.

e Only 4 respondents strongly disagreed.
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Courses Offered Frequently Enough for Timely Completion

Question tasks graduates if the courses in their program were offered frequently enough for timelytioaropthe degree
requirements.

Chart 5. Question,Jercentage who strongly agreed, disaggregated fmriheent

The courses in my major were offered frequently enough for timely completion
of the degree requirements: strongly agree
100%
100%
0,
70%
60%
50% s
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Table 5:All responses for question Bisaggregatedby department

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total
Department Agree agree nor Disagree .
agree disagree disagree (N)
All 29.8%0 41.2% 13.7% 13.76 1.5% 131
Art 33. 66.7%0 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 73.3% 26.™% 15
Communications 25% 75% 4
Economics 18.20 45.5%% 36.%% 11
English 28.6% 35.% 21.%% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 11.1% 22.2% 22.2% 44.5% 9
Hispanic Studies 33.3% 33. 33. 3
History 30% 50% 10% 10% 10
Music 40% 46.7% 6.7% 6.7% 15
Philosophy 50% 50% 4
Political Science 25% 25% 50% 4
Psychology 10% 65% 20% 5% 20
Public Administration 100 2
Sociology 16.7% 16.7% 16.™% 50% 6
Theatre 25% 50% 12.5% 12.5% 8

e 100% of 4 departments strongly agreed or agreed that courses were foffigueatly enough for timely completion of the
degree requirementért, Communication Science & Disorders, Philosophy, and Public Administration.

e 50% or more of 3 departments disagreed or strongly disagreed: Communications, Political Science and.Sociology

e While slightly fewer strongly agreed or agreed, only 2 students strongly disagreed.
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Satisfaction with Content Knowledge Acquired in Discipline
Question @asks respondents if they are satisfied with the content knowledge that they acquired in their discipline.

Chart 6 Question 6percentage who strongly agre disaggregated by department

| am satisfied with the content knowledge that | acquired in my discipline:
strongly agree

100% 94%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50% -
40% -
30% -
20% -
10% -

0% -

Table 8 All responses for question fBisaggregatelly department

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total
Department Agree agree nor Disagree .
agree disagree disagree (N)
All 39.8% 42.1% 9% 5.3% 3.8% 133
Art 33.M 33.3% 16.706 16.7%6 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 93.8% 6.3% 16
Communications 50% 50% 4
Economics 9.1% 63.8% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 11
English 28.6% 42.9% 14.3% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 22.2% 44. %% 22. %% 11.1% 9
Hispanic Studies 66.7% 33.M 3
History 60% 30% 10% 10
Music 60% 40% 15
Philosophy 50% 25% 25% 4
Political Science 75% 25% 4
Psychology 25% 70% 5% 20
Public Administration 50% 50% 2
Sociology 16.706 83.3% 6
Theatre 33.M 11.1% 44.%% 11.1% 9

e Satisfaction rose here: 82% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed, including 100% of 4 dep@dmenisication
Science & Disorders, Hispanic Studies, Music, and Sociology.
e 5 students strongly disagreed.
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Thorough Understanding of Research Methodology

Question 7asks if students had a thorough understanding of the resaathbdology in theidiscipline.

Chart 7. Question, percentage who strongly agre disaggregated by department
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Table 7 All responses for question disaggregatelly department

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total

Department agree Agree a(ljgree nor Disagree disagree (N)
isagree

All 43.5% 42.6% 9.3% 3.1% 1.6% 129
Art 33.I 50% 16.7% 6
CommunicatiorScience&Disorders 81.3% 18.8% 16
Communications 25% 25% 50% 4
Economics 27.3% 45.3% 18.2% 9.1% 11
English 33.I 41. % 16.7% 8.3% 12
Health & Human Performance 14.3% 42.%% 28.6%0 14.3% 7
Hispanic Studies 66.7% 33.% 3
History 70% 30% 10
Music 60% 33. 6.7% 15
Philosophy 75% 25% 4
Political Science 75% 25% 4
Psychology 35% 65% 20
Public Administration 100 2
Sociology 16.706 66.7%0 16.7%6 6
Theatre 22.% 66.7%0 11.1% 9

2011 Graduate Exit Survey Report

This item had theecondhighest percent of resndents who strongly agreed 9%8®f students strongly agreed or agreed.
100% of 5 departments strongly agreed or agreed: Communication Science & Disorders, Phditmsgphy, Psychology,

and Public Administration.

There were only 4 students who disagreed and 2 who strongly disagreed.
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Satisfaction with Thesis or Project Advising
Question &sks students if the thesis or project advising they received was satisfac

Chart 8. Question,§ercentage who strongly agre disaggregated by department
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Table 8 All responses for question 8isaggregatelly department
Neither
Department Strongly Agree agree nor  Disagree Sj[rongly Total
agree di disagree (N)
isagree

All 45.1% 35.%% 12.%% 4.4% 2. ™% 113
Art 83.3% 16.%%0 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 75% 25% 8
Communications 100% 4
Economics 25% 50% 25% 8
English 23.1% 53.8% 23.1% 13
Health & Human Performance 25% 25% 25% 25% 4
Hispanic Studies 66.7%0 33.MN 3
History 60% 30% 10% 10
Music 50% 42.%% 7.1% 14
Philosophy 50% 50% 2
Political Science 50% 50% 4
Psychology 50% 35% 5% 10% 20
Public Administration 1006 2
Sociology 33.3% 33.3% 16.7% 16.™% 6
Theatre 22.%% 22.2% 33.3% 11.1% 11.1% 9

This item had the highest percent of respondents who strongly agreed. 81% of students strongly agreed or agreed.

Students frequently mentioned advisorsasponse to the programs, services, and people who assisted them in reaching their

academic goals in the opended itemsstartingpage 49).
e Only 3 students strongly disagreed.

2011 Graduate Exit Survey Report
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Well-Informed about Recent Research Developments
Questio 9asks students if their program kept them virlbrmed of recent research developments in their discipline.

Chart 9: Question,Percentage who strongly agok disaggregated by department

My program kept me well informed of recent research developments in my
discipline: strongly agree
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Table 9 All responses for question fisaggregatelly depannent

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total
Department Agree agree nor Disagree .
agree disagree disagree (N)
All 41.2% 33.8% 10.7%6 9.2% 5.3% 131
Art 33.% 16.7%6 33.% 16.%% 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 87.9% 12.3% 16
Communications 25% 25% 50% 4
Economics 27.3% 45.5%% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 11
English 30.80 46.2% 15.%% 7.7% 13
Health & Human Performance 22.% 22.2% 33.3% 22.2%6 9
Hispanic Studies 33.3 66.7%0 3
History 50% 20% 20% 10% 10
Music 50% 35.7%0 14.2% 14
Philosophy 50% 25% 25% 4
Political Science 25% 25% 50% 4
Psychology 50% 35% 10% 5% 20
Public Administration 50% 50% 2
Sociology 33.3% 50% 16.®06 6
Theatre 22.2% 66.7%0 11.1% 9

e Satisfaction was slightly lower on this item; overall, 75% of respondents strongly agrageted.

e 100% of 3 departments strongly agreed or agreed: Communication Science & Disorders, Hispanic Studies, and Public
Administration.

e 75% of Communications students disagreed or strongly disagreed.
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Prepared on How to Publish Research

Question 1(sks graduates if the preparation they received included how to publish my research in professional publications.

Chart 10. QuestionQl percentage who strongly agreed, disaggredayatepartment
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100%
100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50% 42% 200/ %
300 |-20% 25% 20% —~ 25% 25% 25% 7%
20% -
i B
0% n T T T T T T T T T T T
> & & . > o & o o &> g
» ¥ F & & ¥ & @&@ .%@6 %\&” o@ & oo@ & 0\0‘9 &
. %0 . o‘b’ QO @Q {& % &2\\ .\OG" %0 e > &v
Q\ 09\ Q '50 xS N ‘b\' a‘ﬁ > %0
o (‘é\ Q° & R & R &&
&S & & N v
& & Ny
S S R
0660 @ <
@ «2»°$Q
Table 10 All responses for question 18isaggregatetly department
Neither
Department S;ropeg;y Agree agree nor Disagree 2};3”?& T(o,\ﬁ;il
9 disagree 9
All 20% 27.8% 20% 20.9% 11.3% 115
Art 25% 25% 50% 4
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 41.7%0 33.3% 25% 12
Communications 25% 25% 50% 4
Economics 20% 20% 30% 20% 10% 10
English 35. %% 14.3% 35.7% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 16.7%0 33.% 50% 6
Hispanic Studies 33.% 33.M 33. 3
History 30% 20% 30% 20% 10
Music 25% 25% 25% 25% 12
Philosophy 25% 25% 50% 4
Political Science 33. 33.3% 33. 3
Psychology 25% 45% 5% 20% 5% 20
Public Administration 100 1
Sociology 16.7% 33.3% 33. 16.7% 6
Theatre 16.™% 33.3% 16.7% 33. 6

e This item had the lowépercent who strongly agreed, aedd than 50 % aBspondents strongly agreed or agreed.

2011 Graduate Exit Survey Report

100% of Public Administration strongly agreed, and no one in either Communication Science & Disorders or Political
Science gave a negative response.

50% or more of 6 departments disagreed or strongly disagreed: Cacatians, English, Health & Human Performance,
Philosophy, Sociology, and Theatre.
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Prepared on How to Present Research

Question 11asks students if the preparation they received included how to present their research at professional conferences and
meetings.

Chart 11 Question 1, percentage who strongly agrk disaggregated by department
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Table 11 All responses for question ldisaggregatetly department

Strongly Neither . Strongly Total

Department Agree agree nor Disagree .

agree disagree disagree (N)

g

All 28.%% 41.3% 11% 12.8% 6.4% 109
Art 33.M 33. 33.3% 3
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 23.1% 69.206 7.7% 13
Communications 25% 25% 50% 4
Economics 12.5% 75% 12.5% 8
English 14.3% 42.%% 14.3%0 21.%% 7.1% 14
Health & Human Performance 25% 50% 25% 4
Hispanic Studies 50% 50% 2
History 50% 20% 20% 10% 10
Music 27.3% 27.3% 27.3% 18.2% 11
Philosophy 33.3% 66.7%0 3
Political Science 66.7% 33.M 3
Psychology 50% 40% 5% 5% 20
Public Administration 100% 1
Sociology 66.7%0 16.7%6 16.7%0 6
Theatre 42. % 14.3% 28.68% 14.3% 7

o Like the item before, fewer students strongly agreed. 708&spiondents strongly agreed or agreed, however.

e 4 departments had no negative responses: Communication Science & Disorders, Economics, Hispanic Studies, and Politic
Science.

e 7 respondents strongly disagreed.
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Prepared for a NonTeaching Job in their Fidd
Question 12asks graduates if the preparations they received included preparation for working iteaating position in their field.

Chart 12. Question 1percentage who strongly agrk disaggregated by department
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Table 12 All responses foquestion 12disaggregatetly department
Neither

Department Strongly Agree agree nor Disagree S_trongly Total

agree di disagree (N)

isagree

All 30.%% 32.8% 14.8% 13.3% 8.6% 128
Art 20% 20% 20% 20% 20% 5
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 75% 18.8% 6.3% 16
Communications 25% 25% 5% 4
Economics 18.26 36.%% 27.3% 9.1% 9.1% 11
English 7.1% 14.3% 64.2% 14.3% 14
Health & Human Performance 12.5% 75% 12.5% 8
Hispanic Studies 100% 3
History 40% 40% 20% 10
Music 61.5% 23.1% 15.%% 13
Philosophy 33.3% 66.7% 3
Political Science 75% 25% 4
Psychology 45% 50% 5% 20
Public Administration 100% 2
Sociology 50% 50% 6
Theatre 22.2% 55.6% 11.1% 11.1% 9

e Overall, 63% of respondents strongly agreed or agreed. 10 studentsnnieid comments to the ope&mded questions that

they felt a need for their graduate studies to include more career preparation
h studentso

e 100% of Politcal Sciencestudentglisagreed or strongly disagreed.

e Compare these
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Ratings for Questions 13 to 17

I n this section, students are asked to respond todegrer e gen
program at the Universitydioust onéd Five statements wer e aa@ngledsagee Sunmarna s |
Chart 2gives the percentage of those who gave the top ratirangly agree, for questions 13 through 17. Summary Tablhi2h

follows the chart, prodes all responses for each of the five questions. This chart and table show aggregate responses across the
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences. Differences by major are examined for each question in the pages tha follow thi
summary.

Summary Char4. For each item, percents of adlspondents who strongly agree

Summary: Percent of all students who strongly agree
100%
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70%
60%
49%
50% 43% 4070 42% 41%
40% -
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20% -
10% -
0% -
| developed a mastery of My skills are competitive | acquired sufficient skills| would recommend UH tol have an overall positive
my chosen discipline.  with those of my peers. to prepare me for my prospective graduate impression about graduate
programrelated career. students in my major field. level studies.

e Students were most confident that their skills are competitive with those of their peers. This item had the highest percent
choosing the top rating for the entire survey. This wasitjigest item in 2009 and 2010 as well.

e There were fewer negative responses to these items as well.
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SummaryTable:Questions 137, percents of all responses

| acquired
o . | would | have an overall
. sufficient skills "
| developed a My skills are recommend UH to positive
" . to prepare me . . :
mastery of my competitive with for m prospective impression about
chosen discipline. those of my pees. o ra?/n- graduate students graduate-level
prog in my major field. studies.
related career.
ggroegg'y 43.2% 48 5% 44. % 41. 7% 40.9%
Agree 43.2%6 40.%% 41. %% 31.8% 33.I%
NENEr aree 9.8% 8.3% 9.1% 9.8% 15.9%
nor disagree
Disagree 3% 1.5% 2.3% 10.6% 6.8%
TSl 0.8% 0.8% 2.3% 6.1% 3%
disagree
Total (N) 132 132 132 132 132

The first three items had over 85%regpondents who chose strongly agree or agree: 86, 89, and 86 respectively. That is
higher satisfaction than to itemsl2. Each of these had less than 5% who disagreed or strongly disagreed. Only 1 student

strongly disagreed to items 13 and 14.

Responsedid vary from departm@ to department. Each questibas been disaggregated by department in the following

pages.
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Mastery of Chosen Discipline

Question 13sks graduates if as a result of their degree program at the University of Houston, they developed a mastery of their
chosen discipline.

Chart 13. Question 1®ercentage who strongly agreed, disaggregated by depurt

| developed a mastery of my chosen discipline: strongly agre
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Table 13 All responses for quation 13 disaggregatetly department

Neither

Department Sggpeg;y Agree a:jgree nor  Disagree gggg?g; T(Ol\ﬁ‘)il
isagree
All 43.2% 43.2% 9.8% 3.0% 0.8% 132
Art 50% 50% 6
CommunicatiorScience &Disorders 93.3% 6.7% 15
Communications 75% 25% 4
Economics 18.20 54.%% 9.1% 9.1% 9.1% 11
English 21.%% 50% 28.80% 14
Health & Human Performance 11.1% 66.7%0 11.1% 11.1% 9
Hispanic Studies 33.M 66.7% 3
History 70% 30% 10
Music 66.7%6 26.7%6 6.7% 15
Philosophy 75% 25% 4
Political Science 25% 50% 25% 4
Psychology 40% 50% 10% 20
Public Administration 50% 50% 2
Sociology 16.7%6 66.7%6 16.7%6 6
Theatre 33.% 44.%% 22.2% 9

e 100% of respondents in 5 departments strongly agreed or agreed: Art, Communication&Eieweders, Hispanic
Studies, History, and Philosophy.
e Only 1 student strongly disagreed; 4 disagreed.
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