
Not a revolutionary, Edward Said nevertheless made the humanities seem 
dangerous to many American opinion-makers. The mechanics of how he did this 
is what I propose to talk about. By discovering a way to be heard – by inventing, 
largely with the use of Arab sources, a plain style – he left others on the left 
looking comparatively precious or defeatist. In turn, and just as importantly, he 
did the most to make society and politics an acceptable domain for humanists, 
shrewdly misreading Julien Benda, and enlisting the likes of Jonathan Swift and 
Ibn Khaldun in the name of something moIbn Khaldun in the name of something more antagonistic and immediate than 
either of them. This may have been his greatest achievement.  
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