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Dr. Basinger’s research explores the question of what constitutes a suitable model for
various political phenomena. This interest can manifest in game-theoretical questions,
such as whether the “race to the bottom” as states use tax policies to compete for
corporate investments should be modeled as a prisoner’s dilemma or as a tournament.
This interest also can manifest in statistical questions, such as whether possiblyendogenous regressors present special problems in identifying parameters in systems of
equations. This issue is particularly important whenever political actors are recognized to
be strategic. For example, Dr. Basinger has studied how students of congressional
elections inaccurately attribute causal importance to candidates’ electoral experience, due
to inappropriate statistical assumptions (in particular, assuming the exogeneity of
“quality” challenges).
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