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Project Primary Objective

To assess how youth perceive the role of community 
level protective factors and personal safety. 

Project Overview

This is a non-experimental study employing qualitative 
methods that explores perceptions of urban, 

minority, high school age teens in Nashville, TN 
regarding the role that community assets play in 

promoting youth safety. This study extends previous 
research by using GIS, mapping, and spatial 

analyses to examine the relationship of community 
assets as promoting safety and serving as protective 

factors in the prevention of youth violence.  



Research Questions
1. What factors are perceived by youth as 

community assets in promoting safety?
2.  Where are these community assets located in 

their neighborhoods?
3. Does the absence of community assets play a 

role in the occurrence of youth violence?
4. Is there a relationship between number and 

types of community assets and rates of youth 
violence?



Project Phase One: 
Youth Focus Groups

Ninety-eight (98), 15-18 year old youth participated in nine, 
structured focus groups. Youth were asked to help identify 
assets in the community that they believe to be factors in 
promoting personal safety in the community through 
structured questioning. The information collected was used to 
identify the types of environmental factors that youth perceive 
as important in promoting safety in the community. 

Violence prevention was defined as:  
1.  Safe Places
2.  Mentors/Caring Adults
3.  Job Training/Work Opportunities

Community assets were defined as:
1.  People  
2.  Places
3.  Opportunities



Youth Focus Groups Results
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Project Phase Two: 
Mapping Community Assets:

Street by street “Walkabouts” were conducted in 
four defined neighborhoods.  Youth from the 
neighborhood were paired with another youth and 
an adult to identify “safe places,” mentoring sites, 
and job training/work opportunities.

Youth received training in the use of hand-held GPS 
receivers which they then used in the field to 
enter longitudinal and latitude coordinates for 
each site.  Data were geo-coded and mapped for 
each of the four neighborhoods for the three 
categories of community assets.  
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Youth Community 
Asset Defined 

Spaces/
Neighborhoods

“Asset Defined Spaces” 
were created by selecting 
U.S. Census Blocks at a 
0.25 mile radius from 
each youth identified and 
mapped community asset 
point feature.

The resulting groups of 
polygons general 
represent the four 
“neighborhoods” within 
which more detailed 
spatial analyses will be 
applied.











Conclusions

Over 50% of all the community assets that 
were identified were people.  The 
significance of this was not fully 

appreciated in the design of the original 
two phases of the study.



“Safe Places” Youth Assets

• Youth perceive safety differently than 
adults

• Youth are about at likely to identify safety 
with people as with a physical space

• Youth tend to identify safety with people 
whom they have a positive relationship

• Schools were not identified even once by 
youth as a safe place



”Mentoring” Youth Assets

• Youth are largely unaware of formal 
mentoring programs and opportunities.

• There is a need to increase linkages 
between mentoring programs and youth in 
need.

• Since youth identify the church as a place 
they can go to for mentoring, it has the 
potential for playing a greater role in 
mentoring of youth



“Job Training/Work”
Youth Assets

• Greater attention needs to be given to 
helping youth get jobs now (e.g. to earn 
money) 

• Greater attention needs to be given to 
helping youth understand how to prepare for 
college as a career development pathway

• Youth want to be exposed to successful role 
models who can tell them how they got to 
where they are today



Project Phase Three:  
Social Network Mapping and Analysis 

(in progress)

• Students will be provided a 36 x 48” map of Nashville with major
streets and landmarks and boundaries of recognized neighborhoods.

• They will be asked to locate where they live or encounter people who 
they have identified as “protective factors” on a map of 
Nashville/Davidson County and to also locate their school.

• Students then will be provided a compass to draw circles that 
corresponded to one mile, two miles, and five mile radii around their 
house.

• Students will be asked to place a “sticky” for each of the persons they 
identified on the map within the corresponding “circle” of where they 
live.

• Students then will be asked to draw lines between all of the persons 
on the map that know each other and to a place a number from 0 
(none) to three (high) that corresponds to how well they know each 
other.

• Results of the social networks each youth will be geo-coded  and 
entered into the community assets database.

• Data will be analyzed using geo-spatial analyses.



For further information
Please contact pjuarez@mmc.edu.  
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615 327-5506
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