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At the same time as The Globe and other London playhouses drew thousands of audience members 
each week, English ships traveled the real globe. Mariners sailed to the new settlement of Jamestown 
(founded 1607), shipwrecked en route to Virginia, and opened trade routes to the “Indies,” while 
English diplomats and trading companies negotiated with European rivals and “the Turk.”  Many 
students are already familiar with “others” like Othello, the Moor of Venice and convert to 
Christianity, whose last words refer to a “base Indian” (or “Judean”) and “a turban’d Turk,” or 
Caliban, from Shakespeare’s The Tempest --a native of an island that critics and directors “locate” in 
the New World, the Mediterranean and even outer space!  Students may be less familiar with the 
characters we meet in this course—a nobleman disguised as a Dutch shoemaker who “talks funny,” 
a Christian “turned Turk,” a Portuguese Viceroy, the King of Spain, ghosts, devils, a pope, cross-
dressed women sailors, and comical shipwrights employed by the East India Company. This cast of 
characters testifies to playwrights’ interest in staging people unlike them. 

Our course is devoted to exploring the scripts, theatres, dramatists, and culture of England in the 
“age of Discovery.”   
 

Students will be expected to use Blackboard Learn, attend a live theatrical performance (Dr. Faustus 
by Christopher Marlowe) ands write a review, keep a course blog of their research questions and 
routes and produce formal essays. There is also a final exam. The course has an explicit research 
component that stresses basic principles and knowledge related to research in our discipline, 
developing research plans, collecting and interpreting information, being aware of the responsible 
conduct of research, and articulating research findings through written assignments. Don’t worry; 
the workload will be strenuous but fair! 

Required texts  

Thomas Dekker, The Shoemakers’ Holiday 

Ben Jonson, The Masque of Blackness 

Philip Massinger, The Renegado 

Christopher Marlowe, Doctor Faustus 

Thomas Kyd, The Spanish Tragedy 

Thomas Heywood, The Fair Maid of the West Part I and II 

Walter Mountford, The Launching of the Mary, or the Seaman’s Honest Wife 

 

 


