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crimes that the police and the courts were unable to regulate. This vigilante was known as the “angry young man” for his 
expression of masculine, subaltern rage. However, in the last decade we have seen the rise of new kinds of vigilantes in 

Today’s vigilantes are more understated, acting out not personal vendettas but communal injustices on behalf of a new, as-
yet unformed political constituency: the aam aadmi (or common man). These vigilantes are at times angry young men, but 
they are also older men, and often women. What do these new vigilantes tell us about politics and cinema in the new India?
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